
LOUGHTON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
 
The girls’ grammar school at Loughton suffered a similar fate to BHCHS, 
closing in 1989. LCHS has a longer history than BHCHS. The following historical 
information is from: 'Loughton: Schools', A History of the County of Essex: 
Volume 4: Ongar Hundred (1956), pp. 125-127. URL: http://www.british-
history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=15602 
 
Loughton County High School for girls was opened in January 1906 in a house 
in York Hill. (fn. 78) There were then 29 girls, under a headmistress and one 
assistant mistress, and there was also a visiting science master. In May 1908 the 
first part of the present building in Alderton Hill was opened, and in 1912 the 
average attendance was 118. (fn. 79) Temporary buildings were added in 1917. 
In 1922 a swimming-bath was added and in 1923 the first part of a new 
permanent wing was built. By 1929 there was accommodation for 450 girls. (fn. 
80) In 1930 a new assembly hall was built and the final part of the new wing 
added. Playingfield space has been increased from time to time. There are now 
(1954) approximately 550 pupils and the staff, including the headmistress, 
numbers 30. 
 
Sadly, the Loughton CHS OGA seems to be moribund. In 2006, they held a very 
successful centenary lunch which attracted many guests. It is a great pity that 
there is no ongoing effort to keep the network running, and given the close 
links between BHCHS and Loughton CHS a revival of the girls’ association is 
highly desirable. There is an exciting and very worthwhile project waiting to be 
started. Many of our own members will have wives, sisters, old flames etc. from 
Loughton. If you would consider being involved in building the network of 
former pupils and teachers from Loughton CHS, or know of anyone else who 
may want to help, please contact Graham Frankel for a no-obligation 
discussion. 


