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Inside this 
edition 

A TV DOCUMENTARY about 
Facebook got me thinking about 
how our network fits into the 
spectrum of social media prod-
ucts that have appeared in recent 
years. The scale of our operation 
is of course entirely different 
from the multi-billion enterprises 
that some may see as rivals. Ac-
tually I don’t see any competition 
at all. While the broad aim of 
making connections is a common 
theme, there are important differ-
ences in substance and certainly 
in the way we work. We could 
fairly claim to have outlived My 
Space and Friends Reunited but, 
while those two products lost out 
to Facebook and Linked In, we 
seem able to coexist perfectly 
well with all of them. 
I am certain that other schools (or 

ex-schools) could benefit from 
setting up a network like ours, 
and I have been happy to help 
the former pupils of Rotherham 
Grammar in developing their 
plans for this. Thanks to Geoff 
Harrington for initiating the link. 
I’m still waiting for someone 
from Loughton CHS to take on 
the challenge, but live in hope. 
Our close eye on technology has 
led to an interesting develop-
ment during the past few months 
- signing up our first e-
subscribers. If you are one of the 
new generation of tablet users 
(I’m not referring to drugs) and 
would like to explore the e-sub 
option please contact me. 
We keep coming back to trans-
port as a topic, and I am grateful 
to Chas Brown and Pete Murch 

for their excellent features. Fas-
cinating to see how their interest 
in bikes, established in Roding 
Lane, has led them up somewhat 
different paths later in life. I 
hope more will be inspired to 
write their motor-cycling and 
biking tales. 
Finally, an invitation to join the 
army. We have an unofficial 
army of reporters who take the 
trouble to tip me off about news 
items. Often, this news relates to 
achievements of someone in their 
year group who is too modest to 
blow his own trumpet. The 
King’s Shilling awaits all new 
recruits. Alternatively, you could 
just save someone else the bother 
and write to me directly and let 
me know your own news. 

Graham Frankel 
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