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HUGH COLGATE, Head-
master at BHCHS from
1966 until 1985, died sud-
denly at the age of 79 on
28th September.

Born in Hove, he read His-
tory at Kings College Lon-
don. Following his MA he
took his teaching qualifica-
tion. He saw active service
in the Royal Navy during
the war and then joined Sir
George Monoux School to
teach history. After becom-
ing Head of the History De-
partment at Monoux he
moved to become Head-
master of the London Nau-
tical School before his ap-
pointment to succeed Mr
JH Taylor as Headmaster
at BHCHS.

Hugh Colgate was a man
with diverse interests — all
of which he pursued with
great enthusiasm. Early in
his career he wrote history
text books, and during his
time at BHCHS became
involved in the training of
aspiring head teachers. For
this and his other many
contributions to education
he was awarded an OBE in

1981. He was also active in
community work locally,
and had a great love of mu-
sic and the arts, foreign
travel and sport. As well as
all this, Hugh retained his
links with academia
throughout his retirement,
being a visiting fellow at
London University.

In June this year, Hugh or-
ganised the fifth in the se-
ries of reunions for former
staff. More than fifty at-
tended this event. Hugh
commented afterwards:
“not bad after eleven years
since the school closed.”

A great supporter of the
Old Buckwellians Associa-
tion, Hugh had been look-
ing forward to attending
the annual dinner, as usual,
and to celebrating his
eightieth birthday a few
days later.

Hugh’s two children both
qualified as doctors. His
son Stephen was tragically
killed in an accident five
years ago. He leaves his
wife, Peggy, his daughter
Margaret and six grand-
children.

JOHN WHALER, who was a
colleague of Hugh’s for
many years, has written the
following appreciation....

I first met Hugh Colgate at
Sir George Monoux School
where my own teaching ca-
reer started. It was clear to
me from these early inexpe-
rienced days that Hugh was a
man of special kindness and
example as a teacher, col-
league and friend. In every

branch of school life he
spared neither himself nor
his time. Hugh was brave,
understanding, firm, appar-
ently indefatigable, totally
loyal and committed — quali-
ties which all who ever
worked with him would rec-
ognise and admire.

Hugh and his predecessor —
two giants of their profession
— were to lead the school for
48 of its 51 years. Hugh was
devoted to his family and
relished his wide range of
interests, yet always seemed
available. | felt he was as
buoyant when faced with
challenge or adversity as
when reviewing the school’s
many triumphs. Ever coura-
geous, helpful and apprecia-
tive of the particular
strengths of his staff, Hugh
was an innovator, taking in
his colleagues carefully
along new and often chal-
lenging paths in methodol-
ogy, organisation or manage-
ment. We all recall how
close he was to school and
staff activities — as interested
spectator or eager participant
— and proudly, with Peggy at
his side, never failed to sup-
port any public display of the
school’s mighty accomplish-
ments. He was to lead Buck-
hurst Hill CHS in its contin-
ued distinguished grammar
school days through to bilat-
eral, then comprehensive re-
organisation. He enjoyed his
job. “It has above all been
great fun”, Hugh told the
school in his farewell
speech.

After the closure of Buck-
hurst Hill CHS it was Hugh
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who kept things together. He
held a wvast and precise
knowledge of Old Buckwel-
lians and their lives after
leaving the school and kept
the scattered staff in touch at
our reunions. Former col-
leagues, past pupils and their
parents will always remem-
ber Hugh with unqualified
respect and affection.

We have lost a fine man and
a true friend.




