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HUGH COLGATE, Head-
master at BHCHS from 
1966 until 1985, died sud-
denly at the age of 79 on 
28th September. 
Born in Hove, he read His-
tory at Kings College Lon-
don. Following his MA he 
took his teaching qualifica-
tion. He saw active service 
in the Royal Navy during 
the war and then joined Sir 
George Monoux School to 
teach history. After becom-
ing Head of the History De-
partment at Monoux he 
moved to become Head-
master of the London Nau-
tical School before his ap-
pointment to succeed Mr 
JH Taylor as Headmaster 
at BHCHS. 
Hugh Colgate was a man 
with diverse interests – all 
of which he pursued with 
great enthusiasm. Early in 
his career he wrote history 
text books, and during his 
time at BHCHS became 
involved in the training of 
aspiring head teachers. For 
this and his other many 
contributions to education 
he was awarded an OBE in 

Hugh Colgate 1920 – 2000 

JOHN WHALER, who was a 
colleague of Hugh’s for 
many years, has written the 
following appreciation…. 
 
I first met Hugh Colgate at 
Sir George Monoux School 
where my own teaching ca-
reer started. It was clear to 
me from these early inexpe-
rienced days that Hugh was a 
man of special kindness and 
example as a teacher, col-
league and friend. In every 

branch of school life he 
spared neither himself nor 
his time. Hugh was brave, 
understanding, firm, appar-
ently indefatigable, totally 
loyal and committed – quali-
ties which all who ever 
worked with him would rec-
ognise and admire. 
Hugh and his predecessor – 
two giants of their profession 
– were to lead the school for 
48 of its 51 years. Hugh was 
devoted to his family and 
relished his wide range of 
interests, yet always seemed 
available. I felt he was as 
buoyant when faced with 
challenge or adversity as 
when reviewing the school’s 
many triumphs. Ever coura-
geous, helpful and apprecia-
tive of the particular 
strengths of his staff, Hugh 
was an innovator, taking in 
his colleagues carefully 
along new and often chal-
lenging paths in methodol-
ogy, organisation or manage-
ment. We all recall how 
close he was to school and 
staff activities – as interested 
spectator or eager participant 
– and proudly, with Peggy at 
his side, never failed to sup-
port any public display of the 
school’s mighty accomplish-
ments. He was to lead Buck-
hurst Hill CHS in its contin-
ued distinguished grammar 
school days through to bilat-
eral, then comprehensive re-
organisation. He enjoyed his 
job. “It has above all been 
great fun”, Hugh told the 
school in his farewell 
speech. 
 
After the closure of Buck-
hurst Hill CHS it was Hugh 

1981. He was also active in 
community work locally, 
and had a great love of mu-
sic and the arts, foreign 
travel and sport. As well as 
all this, Hugh retained his 
links with academia 
throughout his retirement, 
being a visiting fellow at 
London University. 
In June this year, Hugh or-
ganised the fifth in the se-
ries of reunions for former 
staff. More than fifty at-
tended this event. Hugh 
commented afterwards: 
“not bad after eleven years 
since the school closed.” 
A great supporter of the 
Old Buckwellians Associa-
tion, Hugh had been look-
ing forward to attending 
the annual dinner, as usual, 
and to celebrating his 
eightieth birthday a few 
days later. 
Hugh’s two children both 
qualified as doctors. His 
son Stephen was tragically 
killed in an accident five 
years ago. He leaves his 
wife, Peggy, his daughter 
Margaret and six grand-
children. 

who kept things together. He 
held a vast and precise 
knowledge of Old Buckwel-
lians and their lives after 
leaving the school and kept 
the scattered staff in touch at 
our reunions. Former col-
leagues, past pupils and their 
parents will always remem-
ber Hugh with unqualified 
respect and affection. 
 
We have lost a fine man and 
a true friend. 
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Old Buckwellians 
News 

Old Buckwellians News 
is published twice 
yearly by the Old Buck-
wellians Association. 
You will need to join 
the Association to en-
sure you receive future 
editions. 
 
Membership rates: 
 
UK Membership: 
£3 per annum by stand-
ing order 
£12 for five years’ 
membership by cheque 
 
Overseas Membership: 
£5 per annum by stand-
ing order 
£20 for five years’ 
membership by cheque 
 
Contact the editor if 
you need an applica-
tion form. 
 
Back issues of Old 
Buckwellians News 
(from November 1999) 
are available from the 
editor for £2. 
 
Cheques should be 
made payable to the 
Old Buckwellians Asso-
ciation. 
 
Please send your news 
items and other articles 
for publication to the 
editor by email if possi-
ble (see back page for 
contact details). Origi-
nal photographs will be 
returned. 
 
The editor reserves the 
right to shorten or oth-
erwise amend items for 
publication. 

WHEN I decided to take on the 
eccentric project of tracing Old 
Bucks I had not met Hugh Col-
gate for almost 30 years. But he 
reacted to the project with enor-
mous enthusiasm. In the many 
conversations we had during the 
past year I found it really hard 
to believe that he was almost 80 
years old. As well as providing 
me with a steady stream of con-
tacts he inspired and encouraged 
me to carry on. His interest and 
pride in the activities and ca-
reers of his former pupils was 
always apparent. This was defi-
nitely not limited to those who 
had achieved academic or other 
success while at school. I am 
absolutely certain he would 
want this effort to continue, and 
so it will. 
I could not have predicted the 
level of interest that this project 
would generate. I have become 
accustomed to dealing with the 
surprise (and sometimes a little 
suspicion) that greet me when I 
call. But in nearly all cases, the 
response is positive.  Before I 
leave the subject of my ‘cold 
calling’ I thought I would relate 
a brief conversation I had with 
the son of an Old Buck whose 
father was not at home. He 
started quizzing me about why I 
wanted to speak to his father. 
When I explained that it was to 
do with the school he went to, 
the boy told me that his dad 
went to the same school as the 
Demon Headmaster (see p.7 if 
you need an explanation of 
this). “Yes,” I replied, “and I’m 
trying to find all the people who 
went to that school.” “Does that 
mean I’ll meet the Demon 
Headmaster then?” enquired 
junior. 
The effort of tracing people has 
been shared by many others, 
and I am really grateful for all 
this help. See p.5 for more de-
tailed information on the pro-
gress of our search. Without 
consulting a professional actu-
ary, my rough and ready calcu-
lation tells me that we are about 
23% of the way to the target. 
The web site has continued to 
attract more visitors and this is 
all down to the efforts of Nick 
McEwen who continues to do a 
fantastic job as our webmaster. 
Not only has he continued to 
develop and improve the site, he  
also monitors the bulletin board 

to ensure nothing is posted there 
that could be offensive. 
My helpers have included many 
people who didn’t attend 
BHCHS – in particular family 
members who, on many occa-
sions have given information 
about their Old Buck relatives. 
But I have also had help from 
others who had no connection 
with the school. Here’s a recent 
example. I found what appeared 
to be a likely address of an Old 
Buckwellian in Somerset. The 
phone was answered by a lady 
who told me she’d bought the 
house several months earlier 
from the person I was looking 
for. She didn’t have an address 
but knew that he’d emigrated to 
New Zealand. She said she 
would try to find someone else 
who had known this person. The 
next day I had a call from the 
lady. Not only had she found his 
address, but had called him in 
New Zealand to check that he 
was an Old Buckwellian and to 
make sure he had no objection 
to her passing on the informa-
tion. 
In the last edition I mentioned 
my failure to trace people from 
my own year. Not long after 
going to press the ‘61 entrants 
started appearing, and I began to 
see why they had proved elu-
sive. The year group appears to 
have been affected by a mysteri-
ous nomadic tendency. So far I 
have found 13 of my peers re-
siding in 11 different countries – 
that’s not counting Anglesey! 
Thanks to all who have contrib-
uted item for publication, and 
for all the photographs and other 
memorabilia. I shall soon need 
to think about extending our 
house. The best photographs are 
the ‘informal’ ones and I hope 
to publish several in future. 
Apologies to those who have 
sent material that didn’t make it 
into this edition. Please keep 
sending me your ideas and sug-
gestions for improving OB 
News. 
Trips to the Essex Records Of-
fice have enabled me to estab-
lish the names of most pupils 
from 1945 until the late 60s.  
I still need to find the names of 
people that started during the 
war years. Before 1945 it ap-
pears there were no admissions 
registers. But I am confident I 
will find this information even-
tually. 

Another administrative point I 
want to mention here concerns 
the date used to indicate when 
you were a pupil. I have gener-
ally used year of leaving as the 
main indicator. The problem 
with using this date is that it 
fails to indicate a particular year 
group. I decided to get round 
this problem by recording a sec-
ond date – year of starting. And 
to make quite sure this second 
date achieves the intended pur-
pose, for anyone who joined 
after the first year, I am re-
cording their “YOS” as the year 
they would have started if they 
had joined in the first year. If 
you found a data form enclosed 
with this edition I should be 
grateful if you could look care-
fully at the information and let 
me know of anything that needs 
adding/amending. 
Finally, a word about the recent 
Annual Dinner. As expected this 
was a “sell out” and it was a 
most enjoyable evening. We 
were all sorry that Hugh was not 
there to share it with us, but it 
was great to see people reunited 
– in some cases after 50 years! 
Departing from the traditional 
invited speaker, on this occasion 
(the 50th Old Bucks Dinner) 
Chairman of the OBA Trevor 
Lebentz gave an amusing ac-
count of the history of the Asso-
ciation. Details of next year’s 
Dinner will be in the next edi-
tion but you can make a note of 
the date now: Thursday 4th Oc-
tober 2001. 
We’d really like to recruit a so-
cial co-ordinator to organise this 
– contact me if you are inter-
ested. 

Graham Frankel 

Bucks Fizzing Everywhere 
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TWO former BHCHS teach-
ers recently celebrated their 
ninetieth birthdays. 
BERNARD SAMWAYS, who 
taught Latin at Buckhurst Hill 
(1945-1970), was pictured in 
the last edition of OB News. A 
group of his former pupils, 
having heard that he was 
about to reach this significant 
milestone, sent him a gift, and 
some flowers for his wife. Mrs 
Samways is also remembered 
with great affection by many 
former pupils who were 
taught by her at Staples Road 
Primary School. I subse-
quently received a very nice 
letter from Mr Samways who 
passes on his very best wishes 
to all who remember him and 
asks me to thank all those that 
sent gifts and cards. 
WALTER MAY, who taught 
French at BHCHS in the 
1940s and who now lives in 
Angers, France, is also 90. 
There are a number of Old 
Bucks who have said to me 
they are too old to get to grips 
with email and the internet. 
They may be interested to 
know that Walter scanned this 
photograph and sent it to me 
by email. He tells me that he 

Ninety not out – twice! 
took up computing at the age 
of 83 because he wanted to 

justify both margins for let-
ters in a mixture of French 
and Russian. Walter drove up 
from France to attend the Old 
Bucks annual dinner last year. 
Two other relative youngsters  
h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  i n 
t o u c h : A R N O L D 
SMETHURST who taught Art 
at BHCHS from 1949 – 1969. 
He is still active in his late 80s 
and very interested to read 
about his ex-pupils. 
KATE COULSON called me 
to express her appreciation. 
Kate retired in 1978 having 
been School Secretary for a 
mere 33 years. 

Election Fever 

Mike Gapes (1971)
Labour candidate - Ilford 
South 
Featured in the last edition 
of OB News, Mike has 
been MP for this constitu-
ency since 1992. 
 

David Evennett (1967) - 
Conservative candidate 
- Bexleyheath & Cray-
ford 
Previously MP for Erith & 
Crayford for 14 years. For 
more about David see 
p.17 

Stephen Robinson 
(1984)  -Liberal Democ-
rat candidate - West 
Chelmsford  
Stephen tells me that 
West Chelmsford is con-
sidered to be the Lib-
Dems’ 29th most winnable 
constituency. 

REMEMBER those mock elections we used to hold at school?  Now we're all grown up we can 
look forward to the real thing. Our candidates are selected and feverishly working on their cam-
paigns. So we have the exciting prospect of three Old Buck MPs of different parties simultane-
ously. I assume this will be a ‘first’, but please let me know if I’m wrong – also if we have any can-
didates for other seats. Here's the line up…. 

THANKS to Graham Rutherford (1961) for sending this excellent 
photograph and offering, on behalf of Fujifilm, the prize in our very 
first competition. This U15 soccer team was one of the most successful 
in the school’s history, being unbeaten in the 57/58 season and scoring 
more than 100 goals. Many younger Old Bucks will recognise the cap-
tain! We have traced half the members of the team – now we’d like to 
find the rest, and that’s the competition. Entry is not limited to Old 
Bucks from that year. The prize - a pair of tickets to the “London Eye” 
- will be awarded to the person who finds most of the remaining  team 
members by the time the next edition goes to press. Contact the editor 
(whose decision is final!) with news of your finds. In the caption below, 
the underlined names are the ones traced so far. Offers of further prizes 
will be most welcome – I have many more photographs to publish in 
future editions! 

Competition Time 

Back (l to r): Dave Cowling, Greg Trainis, Pete Davis 
Middle: Graham Rutherford, Mick Buckley, Dave Miller, Steve Nice, Graham Jones (linesman) 
Front: Dave Wells, Charlie Robertson, Ted Moore (Capt.), Johnny Hurn, Phil Batten 

New Staff 
WELCOME to two new mem-
bers of the web site team. Pete 
Berrecloth (1981) recently 
opened the “rogues gallery” and 
has been busily posting a new 
selection of school photos. Nick 
and I are delighted to have an-
other enthusiastic participant. 
Pete is shown here with his new 
assistant Olivia. Born on 28th 
September, she is making sure 
Pete stays awake for late night 
web sessions. Olivia has not yet 
started designing web pages for 
us, but at least she has the right 
initials! 
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This is the third in the series of honours boards photographed by Ken Bray 
(1945). Several of these distinguished scholars appear elsewhere in this edition. 

School Books 
OLD BUCKWELLIANS have 
been successful in many and 
varied professions. Over the 
past few months I have come 
across a good many writers and 
journalists. Slightly scary for a 
novice editor who never dis-
played a lot of writing flair at 
school or since. 
Among the novelists, at least 
two have written books that 
include fictionalised accounts of 
life at BHCHS. 
Robert Druce started at 
BHCHS in 1940, having at-
tended Staples Road Elementary 
School. He was one of the out-
standing scholars during the war 
years, and following military 
service took up his County Ma-
jor Scholarship (see picture 
right) to study French at Univer-
sity College, London. His early 
career was as a teacher and by 
the end of the fifties he had 
headed secondary school depart-
ment in French, English and 
Drama. During the sixties he 
moved into further education. 
While lecturing in English at 
Trent Park College of Education 
he became a colleague of Geoff 
Parker who will be remembered 
as head of English at BHCHS. 
In 1970, Robert moved to the 
Netherlands where he became 
Director of the British Council’s 
English teaching project and an 
adviser in the methodology and 
linguistics of language teaching. 
He obtained his doctorate from 
the University of Leiden. In 
1965 his first book was pub-
lished – “The Eye of Innocence: 
Children and their Writing”. 
This was followed by several 
further texts on English lan-
guage and then, in 1972, his 
first novel. 
Despite having reached the age 
when many people consider 
putting their feet up or pottering 
around in the garden, Robert has 

shown no sign of slowing down. 
Here is an extract from a recent 
email he sent me: 
 
Thanks for your email, long 
awaiting an answer. Elizabeth 
and I are finally settled back at 
home, more or less clear of 
jetlag, after fortnights in Croa-
tia, Slovenia and in Montezuma 
and Denver. Elizabeth running 
International Baccalaureate 
workshops, me being super-
cargo, though I did do a few 
seminars in New Mexico. We’d 
planned a trip to the Mesa 
Verde, but the raging forest 
fires put that out of the question. 
 
Robert is currently writing an 
autobiographical novel and has 
kindly sent me several extracts.  
This will be of particular inter-
est to Old Buckwellians who 
were at BHCHS during the for-
ties. Even after the 50 year time 
lapse many will recognise 
Robert’s sharply-observed char-
acters. Set in “Monkswood 
County High School”, The staff 
include: the kindly headmaster 
called “Dusty” Rhodes, a head 
of science Fitz Fitzroy, the sar-
donic head of English Alwyn 
Black, and the inspirational 
head of French Walter Mason 
(see page 3). 
Written with a punchy humour, 
I found this a fascinating read, 
trying to spot the characteristics 
not only of the members of staff 
I could remember from later 
years, but also some of Robert’s 
fellow-pupils. I shall be watch-
ing the progress of “My Dad’s a 
Policeman” with great interest 
and hope to have news about its 
publication in due course. 
 
Another Old Buckwellian novel-
ist will be featured in the next 
edition. 

Football Club Report 
BY DAVE FELTON 

LAST season was very much a 
mixed bag in respect of the 
clubs playing fortunes in what 
was the clubs half-century mile-
stone season. 
The clubs Vets side captured its 
first ever trophy by winning the 
AFA cup, with a 2-1 victory 
over Winchmore Hill. Two 
goals by Phil Kite (one penalty) 
was enough to see off the cup 
holders and favourites who were 
appearing in their fifth final in 
nine years. 
The history-making team lined 
up as follows:- Croft, Richards, 
Adams,  Slade ,  Hughes , 
Hutchings, Tyler, Maslen, Tan-
sley, Kite, Sutton. Subs: Bay, 
Robins, Schwarz. 
Unfortunately at the top end of 
the club the 1st XI were rele-
gated from the Premier division 
after gaining promotion the year 
before last. This just highlighted 
the urgent need for recruitment 
within the club that has proved 
somewhat difficult since the 
closure of the school a decade 

ago. 
However, finishing on a high-
note the 4th XI finished runners-
up in their division with the 
other three teams ending up 
around mid-table in their re-
spective divisions. 
At the Dinner & Dance in May 
Phil Kite was once again winner 
of the Club Top Scorer trophy 
with the President’s Trophy go-
ing once again to Ron Tyler. 
On this note, it is with regret to 
report that Ron Tyler has 
elected to step down as Chair-
man to allow for some ‘fresh 
blood’ to become involved with 
the development of the club’s 
future. Our thanks go out to Ron 
for all of the hard work and ef-
fort that he has put into the club 
over the past few years. 
Finally, to mark the club’s 50th 
season the committee invested 
in some brand new kit for the 
entire club that hopefully can be 
the inspiration for greater suc-
cess for the fast approaching 
new season. Here’s to another 

Calling Golfers 
DID you know that the Old Buck-
wellians has an active and friendly 
golf society? They play regular 
matches against other Old Boys 
Associations and are always keen 
to welcome new members. To find 
out more contact David Blythe. Tel/
Fax 020 8527 4970 or 07860 
302355(mobile) or email 
david@landerse4.co.uk 
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Not Mega, 
Bucks 

 
I REFER to the subscrip-
tion, of course! We can 
only keep it at this reason-
able level if everyone pays 
up. If your subscription 
has lapsed, you will not be 
included in the mailing list 
for May 2001. There are 
also some members 
whose bankers orders 
were started at a level 
lower than the current 
rate. Contact the editor 
(details on back page) if 
you want to check the 
status of your subscrip-
tion. 

What Joy it was to be a boy 
At Buckhurst County High, 
A brand new school, a head called "Spud" 
The river Roding by. 
 
With instincts old, we claimed our desks 
Whilst Masters checked our names. 
Discovered Maths and Chemistry 
Zoology and Games. 
 
We didn't know the meaning of 
'Esprit de corps' just then 
But as the months evolved to years 
Young boys turned into men. 
 
Classes interrupted by 
The violent sounds of war, 
With homework like a minefield trod 
Twixt sirens, death and awe. 
 
Meanwhile, cricket on the square, 
Physics at the bench, 
Singing round the Bechstein Grand 
Songs about a wench. 
 
We learnt to take it on the chin 
And how to help a chum, 
Not only on the playing fields 
But for the years to come. 
 
So here’s a toast to all "Old Bucks" 
A very special breed, 
Who learnt that spirit's more than flesh 
In thought and word and deed. 

Old Bucks 
A Tribute  –  by Paul Rattenbury 

Paul Rattenbury (1939-1946) is one of many who have found us 
thanks to the web site. As well as a successful career in science, 
he is an accomplished poet, having had his work published both 
in the US and Europe. More about Paul on p.10, but I am very 
grateful to him for sending us this tribute….. 

Australia 22 
Canada 13 
Denmark 1 
France 7 
Germany 4 
Ghana 1 
Greece 1 
Hong Kong 3 
Italy 1 
Libya 1 
New Zealand 9 
Norway 1 
South Africa 3 
Spain 3 
Sweden 1 
Switzerland 1 
Tanzania 1 
USA 33 
Avon 13 
Beds 13 
Berks 26 
Bucks 15 
Cambs 24 
Cheshire 8 
Cornwall 4 
Devon 12 
Dorset 10 
Durham 5 
Essex 445 
Gloucestershire 8 
Hants 17 
Herefordshire 3 
Herts 70 
Jersey 2 
Kent 30 
Lancs 4 
Leics 6 
Lincolnshire 5 
London 99 
Manchester 4 
Merseyside (inc. Wirral) 5 
Middx 9 
Norfolk 20 
Northants 6 
Northumberland 1 
Notts 8 
Oxfordshire 20 
Rutland 2 
Scotland 3 
Shropshire 4 
Somerset 5 
Staffs 3 
Suffolk 24 
Surrey 24 
Sussex 20 
Tyne & Wear 3 
Wales 12 
Warwickshire 5 
West Mid (inc. Brum) 9 
Wilts 7 
Worcs 2 
Yorkshire 14 

DATAFILE 
Information from the database of Old Bucks traced so far (total 1145 including 
47 staff). The first table shows where they all are, and the second progress in 
tracing Old Bucks from each year of leaving. 

Year Nov99 Mar00 Oct00 
1943 2 1 1 
1944 5 10 10 
1945 17 17 21 
1946 9 17 29 
1947 10 15 24 
1948 2 7 13 
1949 2 7 20 
1950 14 13 25 
1951 11 16 22 
1952 10 17 24 
1953 9 12 19 
1954 7 12 24 
1955 6 11 28 
1956 3 8 22 
1957 2 5 17 
1958 3 7 17 
1959 4 15 26 
1960 4 11 17 
1961 8 17 33 
1962 7 13 30 
1963 10 20 37 
1964 9 11 20 
1965 4 15 26 
1966 7 10 27 
1967 0 2 14 
1968 5 9 31 
1969 19 31 49 
1970 4 8 18 
1971 6 8 24 
1972 2 9 40 
1973 2 9 24 
1974 5 13 24 
1975 2 12 30 
1976 9 21 40 
1977 1 9 24 
1978 3 19 39 
1979 2 7 22 
1980 3 16 31 
1981 3 15 23 
1982 0 3 21 
1983 2 9 28 
1984 6 14 25 
1985 1 6 17 
1986 3 8 14 
1987 1 3 5 
1988 1 1 9 
1989 1 2 9 

MALCOLM BEARD still 
has a supply of the official 
Old Buckwellians tie. Mal-
colm tells me that they 
used to have a saying 
“Friday is tie day” - ena-
bling Old Bucks to recog-
nise each other. Many of 
us now have to contend 
with the dismal custom of 
Friday being “dress-down 
day” when you wear no tie 
at all. 
If you would like to buy a 
genuine OB tie send £5 to 
Malcolm at 17 Luctons 
Avenue, Buckhurst Hill IG9 
5SG. Cheques payable to 
“Old Buckwellians Asso-
ciation.” 

OB TIES 

More facts………. 

Visits to BHCHS web site: 

Email addresses (Oct 00): 
496 (43% of mailing list) 

Nov 99 150 

Jan 00 725 

Apr 00 1400 

July 00 1700 



Page 6 Old Buckwellians News, November 2000 

TERRENCE HARDIMAN is 
one of our most celebrated 
Old Buckwellians, having had 
an outstanding career as a 
stage and screen actor. Soon 
after leaving Cambridge he 
joined the Old Vic. Nearly 
forty years on, he remains one 
of the country’s leading ac-
tors, with many film and TV 
appearances. Terrence at-
tended BHCHS from 1948 
until 1956. 
 

What was your first acting 
experience at BHCHS? 
I did my first bit of acting as a 
very old priest in “Twelfth 
Night” - I was fifteen. I still 
remember those eight lines, and 
the wonderful smell of scenery 
and grease-paint which began 
the process of hooking me. 
 

What other plays did you ap-
pear in at school? 
My “mature” school parts in-
cluded Theseus in “A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream”, Prospero 
in “The Tempest” and Dr Faus-
tus in Marlowe’s play. The lat-
ter seemed to mark my early 
days in the “business”, because 
“Dr Faustus” was the last play I 
did at Cambridge, once again in 
the lead-part, and the first play I 
was in when I became a pro at 
the Old Vic in 1961. Years later, 
when I was at the Royal Shake-
speare Company in Stratford on 
Avon, I was again in a produc-
tion of the play – but this time 
as Mephistophilis. 
 
How did you get your first act-
ing roles outside school? 
Two of the masters at school – 

Keith Foister (French) and Roy 
Buckley (Science) were stal-
warts of the West Essex Reper-
tory Company. They got me 
into my first amateur dramatic 
show in 1955 and it was the first 
time I had played my own age. 
 

Who was your greatest influ-
ence at school? 
Well, it has to be HK Whiting, 
teacher of English and producer 
of school plays. He cast me in 
parts, and encouraged me to try 
for Cambridge – where I read 
English and got heavily in-
volved in student theatre. So it 
is all very much his fault – and I 
am grateful to him. 
 

Did you ever consider a career 
other than acting? 
I didn’t quite have the courage 
to become a professional actor 
immediately after university. I 
thought I might be a teacher, 
and took a course in London. 
Then it dawned on me that it 
was a terrible mistake. A friend 
of mine one day told me that he 
was joining the Old Vic, and 
that auditions were taking place, 
so why not have a try? I did, and 
got my first “walk-on”. I think 
the first piece of direction I had 
from a professional director 
was, “You boy! Move down-
stage!” - in other words, out of 
the light. 
 
What did your parents think 
about you becoming an actor? 
They had no knowledge of thea-
tre life, but they were neverthe-
less wonderfully supportive, in 
spite of their fear that I would 
probably starve in a bedsitter 

somewhere. Fortunately, there 
was quite a bit of work around 
for young actors in those days – 
not well paid, but enough to 
keep you fed. 
 

What followed the Old Vic? 
After 18 months with the Old 
Vic, where I was not happy, I 
thought I might give up. But 
then I went to Bristol and 
worked for three years in the 
repertory company there, find-
ing once again that wonderful, 
authentic smell of scenery and 
grease-paint. 
 
How about family life? 
I met my wife, actress Rowena 
Cooper, at Bristol. We married 
one morning before a matinee of 
“Henry V”, in which she was 
playing the Princess of France 
and I the Dauphin. I don’t re-
member that performance very   
well – a lot of Bristol sherry had 
passed the lips over lunch! We 
have a son and daughter, grown 
up now of course – they did not 
follow in our footsteps. Wise 
pair! 
When did you first appear on 

Terrence Hardiman (front row, 2nd from left) at BHCHS: Class 5A in 1955 (form master Bernard Samways – Arrius himself) 

Profile – Terrence Hardiman television? 
In 1971 I went into the BBC 
police series, “Softly, Softly”, as 
a young inspector. This was the 
first of several uniformed parts. 
My father had been a police-
man, stationed in Woodford for 
some years. He was very helpful 
with tips on procedure and be-
haviour. Later, I “graduated” to 
German officers, notably as 
Major Reinhardt, a rather 
“good” enemy, in “Secret 
Army”. When the character was 
executed at the end, there was 
something of an outcry. Not so 
when I played the wicked Gen-
eral Stuckler in “Wish Me 
Luck”: there was satisfaction 
when the Resistance mowed me 
down. 
Actors tend to be type-cast in 
television drama, so perhaps it 
is my rather austere face that 
has put me into parts of 
“authority” - good and bad. I 

don’t complain! In “Cadfael”, I 
was Derek Jacobi’s boss, the 
Abbott Radulfus, a job which 
took us to Hungary where we 
filmed the series. One of the 
pleasures of my business is the 
occasional travel abroad to work 
– and someone else pays! 
 
Do you have any forthcoming 
TV appearances? 
I have just finished recording 
another series of “The Worst 
Witch” for Children’s ITV. We 
shot some of it in Montreal; it is 
due to start broadcasting this 
autumn. 

“When asked if I based my TV por-
trayal of the Demon Headmaster on 
my own school head, I can  deny 
categorically such a calumny on dear 
“Spud” Taylor. 
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The Rape of the Clots 
These are the concluding cantos from this delightful saga written, we believe, by Dennis Hale (1953). If you have enjoyed reading this tale, you 
will be pleased to know that even more episodes have come to light. In addition to the sequel, “More about Arrius”, sent to me by Bill Chew 
(1954), I have now received a further two (shorter) episodes entitled “Arruis Returns, or Paradise Lost” and “The End of Arrius, or Paradise Re-
gained”. This, I assume, completes the sequence – or is there more?! I am grateful to Peter Farmer (1954) for sending these, which I shall in-
clude in future editions. The artist that drew the cartoons illustrating the heroes was Alan Willingale (1946) - see p.11 

Canto Three 
 
We follow the hated ARRIUS 
on his way, 
He proceeds towards the form 
room of Five A. 
By cunning or bad luck he gets 
there right 
In the middle of a form chalk 
fight. 
Says ARRIUS, “You boys, I’ve 
no intention 
Of letting you off with a plain 
detention.” 
Away he goes, but very soon 
comes back, 
Carrying some thumbscrews 
and a rack. 
And so begins his era of oppres-
sion, 
Without mercy or e’en a single 
concession. 
And all the masters, judging by 
the screams, 
Enjoyed themselves beyond 
their wildest dreams. 
Then at once began by methods 
crude, 
To try and change every atti-
tood. 
Hear one of ARRIUS’ boys 
groan 
Condemned to roll the cricket 
pitch alone. 
When at last he’s done and 
racked with pain, 
Says ARRIUS, “That’s too fast, 
just start again. 
And louder still ring out the aw-
ful screams, 
And down the classroom walls 
the red blood streams. 
In FAS’ lesson all boys shrink 
with fear, 
By now his cruel intentions are 
quite clear. 
His hands are soaked with blood 
and furthermore, 
Broken bodies litter up the 
floor. 
Now to the despot ARRIUS we 
return, 
Of even more tyrannic deeds to 
learn. 
The wretched Five A with anger 
burn, 
As ‘neath the whiplash of his 
wit they squirm. 
As Five A over translation 
books were bowed, 
One wretched schoolboy went 
and breathed too loud. 
Said ARRIUS, “That boy can, 

for his crimes, 
Write out his translation book 
ten times. 
Angered by such a fearful pun-
ishment, 
Five A in force against ARRIUS 
they went. 
This signalled the end of the 
tyrants’ rule, 
Rebellion broke out throughout 
the school. 
The monsters all do run away 
and then, 
Barricade themselves inside 
their den. 
Said CLEM, “All this does not 
seem right to me, 
But perhaps I was not brought 

up 

properly.” 
Said ARRIUS with a frighten-
ing hiss, 
“By jove, somebody is going to 
pay for this.” 
And HARRIS said “It’s my in-
tention, 
To put them all in detention.” 
The boys advance along the cor-
ridor, 
With battering rams they charge 
the staff room door, 
But ARRIUS, whose cunning 
we all know, 
Had barricaded up the door with 
JOE. 
Around the windows now the 
boys all clamour, 
But ARRIUS is waiting with a 
hammer. 
Crying out what vengeance he 
would wreak, 
And muttering in Latin and in 
Greek. 
And all the boys despairing now 
do shout, 
“The only thing to do is burn 
them out!” 
The den of evil was then set on 
fire, 

And seemed to be the masters’ 
funeral pyre. 
To burn in that place they might 
just as well, 
For when they died they would 
still burn in ......... 
Said CLEM “This is a stoopid 
attitood, 
To die by fire does seem to me 
so crude.” 
And seeing that they all were 

fated, 
The monsters all capitulated. 
And were locked up, their heels 
to cool, 
In cellars down below the 
school. 
 
Canto Four 
 
From all the boys arose a 
mighty cry, 
“For what they’ve done the 
monsters all must die.” 
It was agreed that ARRIUS lose 
his head, 
And all the others hang until 
they’re dead. 
At five-thirty ARRIUS meets 
the block, 
The others get the noose at six 
o’ clock. 
But when the time came AR-
RIUS was gone 
Through secret tunnels known 
to him alone. 
It was reported that he last was 
seen 
Going northwards towards Ab-
erdeen. 
And since he headed for the 
Scottish shore 
The Loch Ness monster has 
been seen much more. 
The others all their punishment 
do meet 
All hanging, seen quite clearly 

from the street. 
All hanging in a row, dangling 
their feet, 
FAS, TOMMY, EDDIE, HAR-
RIS, JOE, WINKLE, CLEM 
and PETE. 
And now at last the wretched 
boys are free, 
They’ve fought for, and they’ve 
won, their liberty. 
When nights are dark, the wind 
is chill, 
And all the rooms with strange 
noises fill. 

YOU may at some time have 
considered Freemasonry but 
have been put off by com-
ments you have read in the 
media or because you do not 
know a Mason who can ex-
plain what it is all about and 
how you can join. 
 
The Old Buckwellian’s Lodge 
celebrates its 30th Anniver-
sary this year and is fortu-
nate in having the majority of 
its Founders still alive and 
active in the Craft. We are 
honoured to have an Assis-
tant Provincial Grand Master 
and four Grand Officers 
amongst our members, quite 
an achievement for our mod-
est Lodge. We have a broad 
base of members with ages 
ranging from the 30s to 70s, 
so there should be someone 
who was at school with you. 
 
We meet four times a year, 
at Loughton, travelling from 
Cheshire, Suffolk, Cam-
bridgeshire, Hampshire, Lin-
colnshire, Kent, as well as 
Essex, so we may have a 
local contact for you. 
 
Should you be interested in 
learning more about us, why 
we became and remain Free-
masons, our charitable activi-
ties, or just about Freema-
sonry in general, why not 
contact us? 
 
Buzz Morris 01277 821706 

The Lodge 
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I left half way through the third year 
sixth just after doing my Oxford 
entrance exams as my mother and I 
were far too poor at the time for me 
to stay on any longer. I went to the 
youth employment officer – about 
March ’61 – to ask if there were any 
jobs available with computers. 
(Spud’s wonderful 6th form forum 
had introduced me to what was 
going on in those early days and 
made me feel this was the area I 
wanted to work in.) The answer was 
there were two computers within 
about 20 miles of Buckhurst Hill, 
both at Harlow. This was nearer me 
because I lived at Epping. Within a 
day or two I had got a job writing 
computer programs for the Stantec 
Zebra for Dr Eric Ashe at Standard 
Telephones. 
The Zebra was about the size of a 
small living room and contained a 
magnetic drum and thousands of 
valves. I had two hours  program-
ming tuition my first morning and 
after calculating some Bessel func-
tions for training that afternoon be-
gun ‘real’ work the next day devel-
oping a graph plotting package for a 
Creed flexowriter. It was all wonder-
fully interesting but very difficult to  
place into context today. For exam-
ple the computer probably had the 
equivalent of about 12K bytes of 
memory. The machine I am writing 
this letter on has 128 MB, approxi-
mately 10,000 times at much. It 
cost about £700 in $NZ whereas 
the Zebra used to be rented for £20 
an hour — and those were 1961 
pounds! 
After I’d been at Standard Tele-
phones for about a month I found 
I’d won a Commonership at Magda-
len but there was a problem. I 
needed a second language to ma-
triculate and though I’d done a tiny 
bit of Latin at school I hadn’t ap-
proached anywhere near O Level (I 
had really missed out on doing a 
second language because I had 
joined the school late, when I was 
13, after returning from Canada.) 
Because I am awful at pronouncing 
languages I thought I’d better do 
Latin and signed up for a corre-
spondence course at Wolsey Hall 

where a retired colonel became my 
mentor for the six weeks I had to 
prepare for O level.  
I was horribly sad at having to leave 
Standard Telephones where I was 
enjoying computing so much and 
where I was being paid for the first 
time. Here Dr Ashe was amazingly 
kind. He said that since I was at 
least twice as productive as any 
one else he’d had working for him 
why didn’t I write programs for him 
in the morning and do Latin for my-
self in the afternoon. That I pro-
ceeded to do, completing a Wolsey 
Hall paper every 2 days and 
ploughing through ‘Of Arms and the 
Man I Sing’. (By mistake I con-
strued all 766 lines rather than just 
the 500 the Oxford O level board 
required.) After about 6 weeks I 
took the exam and got a Grade 2 – 
I think I had about grade 4 in 
French after 4 years of Mr Irving. 
But then I didn’t have to pronounce 
Latin — even now I prefer the An-
cient Romans to the French. 
At Oxford I read mathematics and 
worked for Standard Telephones 
most of the holidays. To be honest I 
was much more interested in my 
holiday work than mathematics — a 
situation I recall that Neville Shute 
remarks in his autobiography Slide 
Rule where he was reading me-
chanical engineering at university 
but helping design aeroplanes in his 
vacations. What I found best in Ox-
ford was the friends I made plus my 
first wife, Beryl, who I met in my last 
term. (She is now married to an-
other Oxford friend of mine and it 
was he and she who passed on my 
details to Oxford recently enabling 
you to contact me.) 
After Oxford I worked for 18 months 
for Dr Ashe at the Department of 
Electrical Engineering, University 
College London, which is opposite 
Claude Gill’s bookshop just off Tot-
tenham Court Road. As a Research 
Assistant I developed programs for 
him mainly concerned with reflex 
klystrons – whatever they may be (I 
recall reading some years after-
wards that they turned out to be a 
bit of a technological dead end.) 

The programs ran on the magnifi-
cent London University Atlas com-
puter that occupied almost the 
whole of a glorious Georgian house 
at 44 Gordon Square. However, at 
the same time the Bubble Cham-
ber, who were doing all their com-
puting on an IBM Computer at 
Darmstadt and getting tired of com-
muting, managed to acquire a large 
and powerful IBM 360 – the precur-
sor of many of today’s main frame 
computers. I was able to do some 
work on this and learn a great deal 
about its software – which was to 
stand me in good stead because 
the 360 and its successors were 
destined to become the workhorses 
of commercial computing in the 
1970s. 
“The trouble with what you know is, 
its just pseudo knowledge!”, said 
one of my students when I had ex-
plained the reason his program 
wasn’t running. He had a good 
point. There are few great immuta-

ble truths in developing computer 
software which is more an art than 
a science. For this reason comput-
ing, certainly in the early days, sat 
uneasily in the framework of a uni-
versity. As you might imagine re-
search assistants were poorly paid. 
Another factor was that the human 
output of the department I was 
working for – qualified post gradu-
ates with advanced degrees — was 
tending to desert the science they 
had specialised in for better paid 
and easier acquired jobs with the 
computers they’d used during their 
studies. I decided I couldn’t really 
afford to stay in university comput-
ing and when there was a big 
spread in the Sunday Times in 
1967 about opportunities with com-
puters I applied for a large number 
of jobs. The inefficiency of the proc-
ess still continues to amaze me — 
nearly a year after the weekend I 
spent writing my applications I was 
still getting offers of job interviews. 

In fact I got my next job very quickly 
with the first and only company to 
apply promptly. When I went to my 
interview it was with one of the di-
rectors of the small company, Don 
Hunter, who I had already worked 
with at Standard Telephones. I re-
call the interview consisted mainly 
of a pub lunch. I had an offer letter 
the next day. 
I joined Computer Analysts and 
Programmers (CAP) in 1967 as a 
junior programmer and by the time 
CAP MicroSoft was closed down 
and all its personnel made redun-
dant in 1981 had the dizzy title of 
Group Chief System Designer. CAP 
was very much the fiefdom of its 
founder, Alex d’Agapeyeff. I think I 
was the 37th person to join and by 
the early 80’s CAP had about 1200.  
I can’t possibly do justice to CAP in 
a short letter. It along with Logica 
was one of the big players in British 
Software in the 70’s and 80’s and I 
myself worked on projects for Bar-
clays, the Access Credit Card, Phil-
ips Holland, Jones Lang Wooton 
and lots of smaller fry. Up to the 
time the Company had about 150 
staff it was very profitable because 
it ran like an accountancy – every-
body, Alex included, charged their 
time at whatever the market would 
bear.  As CAP grew however profit-
ability declined as more and more 
administrative, non chargeable 
roles developed. Alex believed the 
answer to the problem was to sup-
plement the income from hourly 
charging with potentially large earn-
ings from software products devel-
oped by the company itself. He had 
this thought in the early days of 
microcomputers and felt sure that 
their use would spread dramatically. 
He therefore set up CAP MicroSoft 
as an internal product development 
department.  I think he dreamt up 
the name before Bill Gates did, but 
he always used the extra internal 
capital, whereas the ‘real’ Microsoft 
wrote it like that. 
I was in charge of the technical de-
velopment in MicroSoft apart from 
an interval of a few months when I 
had rescue a banking project which 
had gone wrong. We developed a 
portable multi user operating sys-
tem that worked on many small 
computers. It was called BOS  
(Business Operating System). With 
Alex behind us we build up a fine, 
streamlined development team. 
Unfortunately we also accumulated 
a vast and far from competent Man-
agement overhead because Alex 

Computer Pioneer 
Esmond Hart (1961) is one of several people traced as a result of 
enquiries made via University Alumni Offices. In response to my 
usual request for biographical information, he produced rather 
more than the average contribution. I found it a fascinating read 
and couldn’t begin to try editing it down, so it will be published 
in two parts, with the conclusion appearing in the next edition. 
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raided the operational branches for 
staff and they seconded to us the 
people they most wanted to get rid 
of.  
Like all such developments BOS 
took longer than anyone thought 
possible and even longer to be-
come profitable — it never did when 
CAP controlled it. When CAP ran 
into problems during the small re-
cession at the start of the first 
Thatcher government there was a 
palace revolution in which Alex was 
ousted and the entire CAP Micro-
Soft division made redundant. Eve-
ryone was on three month’s notice 
and it was agreed that Alex would 
spin off the MicroSoft people in a 
new company once he raised the 
finance for it. He never did. 
Toward the end of the three months 
five of us who formed the core of 
CAP MicroSoft made a counter 
proposal that led to a management 
buyout and a new company named 
BOS Software Ltd. We slimmed the 
staff somewhat and showed the 
Bank that if you reworked the ac-
counts with the reduced staffing 
levels CAP Microsoft would have 
been profitable.  As forecast the 
new company was profitable from 
day one. I became Technical Direc-
tor with 16% of the equity. (In CAP, 
because I had joined it ‘late’ I could 
afford only about 0.1%) 
BOS started in April 1981 almost 
exactly the same size as CAP had 
been when I first worked there. It 

grew to about 100 people and was 
about as profitable as a well run 
software house of that size but it 
never enjoyed the spectacular prof-
its that some of the American soft-
ware products companies of the 
same period made. This was partly 
because we were in Britain rather 
than the States; we certainly had 
the dominant share of the UK multi 
user microcomputer system market 
and did about 30% of our business 
overseas. However, the real prob-
lem was that the product wasn’t 
right for the long term. 
At the time there was a cowboy 
program on TV called Alias Smith 
and Jones about two bandits who 
weren’t really bandits — you may 
remember it. It used to start off with 
a sequence which ended with one 
saying to the other ‘ You know 
where I want to be Jones? Out of 
this business.’ I thought this particu-
larly apposite.  
Alex’s idea had been that there 
would be all sorts of incompatible 
micro computers and that the only 
way that they could practically be 
put to work in business was to de-
velop some very clever software 
that made them all appear identical 
– a bit like Java today but not lim-
ited to a web context. What has 
actually happened is that the PC 
world is dominated by IBM PC 
clones which have over 90% of the 
market. Nearly all the rest is the 
Apple Macintosh. So for all practical 

purposes Alex’s multiplicity of com-
puters has reduced itself to two.  
This trend was apparent in the 80’s 
but it hadn’t yet come about. We 
made significant sales to Texas 
Instruments and Triumph Adler who 
had their own special computers 
which were eventually swept away 
by the IBM PC. The writing was on 
the wall for those who could see it. 
In 1988 we were in the fortunate 
position of having two of our major 
customers — who were much richer 
— being interested in buying us. 
Eventually after months of negotia-
tions this happened and BOS Soft-
ware Ltd was bought by MiSys.   I 
stayed till March 89 to finish a pro-
ject I was working on then left and 
emigrated to New Zealand. 
To understand why we need to 
catch up with my personal life. Beryl 
and I had a son, Jonathan, in 1971 
who now is a technical manager in 
a Brighton based company which 
develops and maintains flight simu-
lators. His work is heavily involved 
in software and electronics so I 
guess you might say he’s a chip of 
the old block. 
To be continued……. 

CLOSING TIME 
MANY of the Old Buckwel-
lians we have found scat-
tered around the world told 
me that they weren’t even 
aware our School had closed. 
Shortly before his recent 
death Hugh Colgate wrote 
the following account of the 
events leading up to the 
school’s closure in 1989. The 
next edition will include a 
further account of events by 
John Whaler. 
 
IN the late 1970’s there was a 
dip in the West Essex birth 
rate. Essex County Council 
was under Government in-
structions to take out of ser-
vice surplus school places. 
Accordingly, in 1986 they 
decided to close Ongar Com-
prehensive School and com-

bine Buckhurst Hill County 
High, Loughton County High 
and Epping Forest County 
High Schools into one eleven-
to-sixteen comprehensive 
school on the Loughton CHS 
site and named Roding Valley 
High School. The closure 
took effect in 1989, too soon 
for our school to avoid it by 
applying for grant maintained 
status, and too soon for the 
new buildings on the Lough-
ton site to be completed. 
Roding Valley High School 
opened on four different sites. 
The Buckhurst Hill building 
was sold to the Sikhs, who 
treasure our honours boards 
in the school hall as an inspi-
ration to their own students. 
The birth rate had meanwhile 
risen sharply again, and chil-

dren from the Buckhurst Hill 
area are bussed to Epping. 
Essex County Council tried 
without success to buy back 
the school from the Sikhs. 
The Council is now building a 
new comprehensive school in 
Debden. 
I retired in 1985. My succes-
sor, Ian Nicholson, had left 
for another appointment and 
Eric Franklin had retired be-
fore the closure took place. It 
fell to John Whaler to close 
the school. The staff were 
scattered between Epping 
Forest College, Roding Val-
ley High and the other local 
comprehensive schools. The 
Buckhurst Hill spirit lives on 
as the staff meet every other 
year for a reunion. 

Small 
World 

Old Buck news snippets 
27 May 2000 was a special 
day for IAN CATHCART 
(1951). His daughter Janette 
was due to be married at 
High Beech Church. Shortly 
before the wedding Ian was 
told that the regular Vicar 
was unavailable. It turned out 
that the substitute was the 
Rev John Delfgou (1952). 

RICHARD HORTON (1976) 
reports ....I was having din-
ner last week with the CEO, 
over from Chicago, of a soft-
ware company for whom I 
have been consulting. It 
turns out ...shock horror....it 
was Les Halpin, ex BHCHS 
1968-75 and also a resident 
of Epping at the same time I 
lived there. We swapped 
many stories much to the 
boredom of the local office 
head who was also dining 
with us. 
IAN THEODORESON (1975) 
tells me...A teacher who 
joined the Science Dept at 
BHCHS in or around my last 
year at school - Dr Luker - is 
now head of science at 
Davenant School and embar-
rassed himself immensely in 
front of my daughter when he 
asked her "do you have a 
brother called Ian?" to which 
she replied "No, that's my 
Dad!" 

Congratulations to PETER 
TIDMARSH (1983) on his 
recent appointment as the 
new Headmaster at Buck-
hurst Hill! Not our school, un-
fortunately, but St John’s Pri-
mary School. Read more 
about Peter on p.23. 

CANON GRAHAM KINGS 
(1972) who was featured in 
the last edition has recently 
been appointed as Vicar of 
Islington at St Mary’s 
Church, Upper Street. Gra-
ham tells me he would like to 
plan a 5 a side football tour-
nament using the gym which 
is part of the church com-
plex. For more information 
email him: gra-
ham.kings@london.anglican.
org 

Send your news items to the 
Editor 
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John Redfern (1944) writes… Lifelong resident of Chigwell Parish. Wife, Audrey, also in Chigwell since 1944, following destruction of our house in 
Ilford by a V2 rocket. Two girls, both ex-Loughton CHS and now mothers of 3 and 2 grandchildren respectively. I joined a firm of stockbrokers on 
leaving BHCHS and stayed there for 45 years until I was made redundant. I retired from the City in 1991 after 32 years as member of the Stock Ex-
change. Since then one or two days per week as Deputy Clerk to the Governors of Coopers’ Coborn School, Upminster. Spare time taken up by local 
politics (43 years treasurer), Parish Church (50 years PCC member), village school (38 years governor), local charities, gardening, collecting tradi-
tional jazz records (started in 1943 with fellow pupil Geoff Hill – where is he now??) and local history. 

Ken Bray (1945) After gaining BSc at the South West Essex Technical College in 1950, Ken set up in business as a photographer in Woodford. After 
43 years during which he photographed many old boys, he retired in 1995 handing over the running of the business to his son Jonathan. Ken now lends 
a hand as a consultant and also the framing of the portraits. Since his modest success in coming 7th in the school cross country, Ken has maintained his 
interest in running having competed regularly. Highlights were an Essex steeplechase win in 1954, an age group 4th in the British Orienteering Cham-
pionships in 1975 and a sub 3 hour marathon at age 51. He hung up his running shoes after the World Veterans Championships in 1999 when he com-
peted the 10,000 meters in a very slow time but raised £850 for wife Brenda’s charity UNICEF. Much of the Brays’ time is now taken up with travel – 
South Africa, Peru, Egypt and China being among places visited. Ken takes many colour slides of their journeys which he makes into AV shows with 
music, sound effects and commentary. (Bookings on 020 8504 9318!) The most recent expedition was to Bangkok and Australia where Ken visited old 
boy David Chopping who lives with his wife June in Noosa on the east coast. 

David Chopping (1945) writes… Now living in Noosa, on the SE Queensland coast of Australia with my wife June. We celebrate our 50th wedding 
anniversary this year, and it all started at the SW Essex Tech back in the 40s! June paints and collects cats, and I endeavour to keep my boat afloat. It’s 
a hard life getting down to the beach every day. Recently saw Ken Bray and his wife Brenda here, and would welcome news from any of my old cro-
nies wherever they may now be. Does anyone know anything of ‘Doc’ Bennett or Frank Watson? 

Brian Hand (1945) writes… Having spent all my days at BHCHS during the war years, I can recall many hours spent in the air raid shelters and the 
gradual loss of male teachers to the armed forces, resulting in their replacement by such stalwarts as Miss Crook, Miss Gotschalk, Miss Dale and Mrs 
Lamb. I seem to remember the boys giving them a hard time, often resulting in a strict “telling off” by Spud. On leaving school I entered the Estate 
Profession with stints in the West End, City and NE London, eventually opening my own practice in Loughton, and I have now been retired for five 
years. As was the norm in those years after the war, National Service was a necessary duty and, as luck would have it, myself and a form mate Michael 
Barrett, were called up into the Royal Navy and served together for 6 months. For several years I was a playing member of the Old Bucks cricket team 
with such dedicated players as Derek Elliott, Doug Clark, Ken Button, Jack Sutton, Tony Jolley, Peter and Mick Cooper and John Rendu to name but a 
few. Can they still be playing? For myself, I took up the more leisurely pursuit of bowls! Living as I do so close to the School, and passing the gates at 
least twice a day, I sometimes feel as though I never left. 

Ron Jones (1945) writes… After 5 years army service, 4 of which were spent running the Forces Broadcasting Station, Klagenfurt, Austria, I came 
back to Fleet Street. Worked for, and wrote for, every national newspaper bar the Daily Mirror. Simultaneously ran estate agents, car breaking yards 
etc. Never had less than two jobs on the line, frequently 3 or 4. 1970 Appointed JP. 1986-95 sat on Solicitors Complaints Bureau. Since 1991, and until 
2002, I hope, sitting as a Legal Tribunalist on the Pensions Appeal Tribunals, dealing with War Pensions appeals. Also do one day a week keeping a 
large solicitors firm’s library up to date. Married an Austrian girl 1950, now have two daughters, one son, three grandchildren. 

John Lamborne (1945) writes… Joined the British Drug Houses Ltd August ‘45. National Service (RAF) 48-50. Rejoined BDH. Left BDH ‘57 to 
join ER Bolton (Technical & Analytical Chemist). Assumed ownership on death of Dr. KA Williams ‘82. Retired ‘99. 

John Fricker (1946) writes… I studied Chemistry at Southampton University, where I scraped through a degree. 1949-56 I worked as a chemist at 
George Nelson, Dale, gelatine manufacturers at Warwick. 1956-58 chemist at the Gas Council Research Station, Solihull. 1958-83 I worked at ICI’s 
Billingham factory for 2 years in Research Dept, and then as plant manager. In 1983 I took early retirement and until 1988 worked as an information 
assistant in Darlington Health District HQ. I then abandoned work, and now spend a few months each year caravanning on the continent. I married in 
1954, and we have 3 children in their forties, and 2 grandchildren. 

Bernard Hickman (1946) writes… I went to the London School of Printing, then joined the family firm. In 1961 I moved to the newspaper industry in 
London. Then in 1965 I joined a firm of book publishers where I remained until retiring as manager of the composing department in 1995. Those thirty 
years seemed to pass in a flash, and I experienced at first hand the transformation of the industry from hot-metal typesetting to the electronic era. Now 
anyone with a PC can be his own publisher! I married in 1959, and Ann and I moved to our present home in North Weald in 1961. Along the way we 
produced two sons, now in their late thirties. One is an Accountant in Lancashire; the other is with United Glass at Harlow. I can’t believe that over 
half a century has elapsed since schooldays! I would be interested to hear from those I knew. Email: HickmanBHM@compuserve.com 

Norman Jones (1946) writes… Spent the majority of my working life in the oil industry (Esso) - retired 1981. The last 19 years have been absolutely 
great – archery, .22 rifle shooting, clay pigeon shooting, golf and swimming. My wife Brenda and I have been married 46 glorious years and have 2 
super kids – Gary and Tracey. My second home is my 1981 Mercedes 230 CE Coupe. Dug out a 1951 Div II Old Boys Football League medal, which 
must be a first?! Our coach was Geoff Dunlop. Sad to say I can only remember the following team members: Malcolm Beard, John Tilley, Tom Fogg, 
Ivor Foster, John Gray and John Read – I played in goal. 

John Kellman (1946) writes… Having left BHCHS I started work with a firm of Incorporated Accountants in the West End, J Hulbert Grove & Co. 
After 14 years, including 2 years National Service in the RAF, and having married the sister of another Old Buckwellian in 1956, we moved to Brigh-
ton. Here I worked for a firm of Chartered Accountants Messrs Carpenter, Arnold & Turner (CAT for short). After 7 years we moved closer to mother-
in-law – not a wise move, you say – but one which cemented me where I am today in a village near Salisbury. This time I forsook accountants but not 
accountancy and started working for a peer of the realm in the office which managed his Estate. In this job and rising through the ranks I stayed for 27 
years and retired in 1995. Like many others I find this the most interesting and busy job I have ever had. 

Terence Kibblewhite (1946) writes… A City of London worker.  From BHCHS went into a shipping office McGregor, Gow & Holland and then via 
various shipbroking companies to my own company, Cargo Chartering Ltd,  in 1975. Member of Baltic Exchange since 1955 (was Director 1997 – 
99). Now semi-retired and living in a bungalow in the delightful village of Chappel & Wakescolne, North Essex. 

Where are they now? 
Thanks again to all who sent me information. Please send items for publication – see back page for details – either by email (preferred) or by post. 
Please let me know if you would like your email address published. 
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Paul Rattenbury (1946) writes… On leaving school, I did a spell in the RAF in Germany (where I represented them at 800m and was a member of the 
RAF 4 x 400m squad). Then back to physiology and biochemistry at SE London Tech, at the end of which I joined Chicago based Abbott Laboratories 
where I discovered that the exciting combination of science and business was a ‘dream team’. When ICI decided in the late 50s to get into medical and 
pharmaceutical research in a major way, I joined them at their newly built labs and offices on an idyllic country estate in the Cheshire countryside. Af-
ter many exciting years globe-trotting I left for a new challenge, to join a Swedish science based international company as an executive director to re-
organise their UK operation. That done, I set up my own company, Zenex Analysis, which saw me into retirement where I now only do relaxing things 
such as composing music, piloting a Piper Tomahawk out of Ringway, selling my poetry and pontificating on the ‘good old days’ with a few good 
chums from the past – (like Hilaire Belloc “And the men that were boys when I was a boy shall sit and drink with me.” Finally, a “thank you” to Joe 
Shillito (remember him!!) whose gutsy enthusiasm for life science was an inspiration – did you know there is an anopheles mosquito in E Africa 
named after him?). Contact me at 3 Chapel Road, Alderley Edge, SK9 7DX or email paul@zenex.fsnet.co.uk 

Peter Sheppard (1946) writes… Contented Freemason who has suffered all his life from overactive knife, fork and corkscrew. 

Alan Willingale (1946) writes… Just to say that I drew the cartoon of Pete Sillis on p.5 of the May 2000 OB News. I fancy I may have given it to Des 
Slade or my brother-in-law Ivor Foster or even Walter May who became Headmaster of Hornchurch Grammar School attended by my two sons 1964 
onwards. I may also have drawn the cartoon of Mr Samways who tried to teach me Latin but there was no recollection of so doing. [Thanks for this 
information.  Walter May confirms that the drawing of Mr Samways was indeed by you! - Ed] 

Norman Willis (1946) writes… After one term in the 6th (quite enough!) went into publishing – first Oxford University Press, then Cassells – inter-
rupted by two years in the army, one of them on Personnel Selection. Joined the National Committee for Audio-Visual Aids in Education as Publica-
tions Officer and discovered this also meant being editor of their magazine. Amongst other things was involved in introducing overhead projectors and 
language laboratories to education. Moved to a company producing books with disc records in them in 1965 and in 1966 became Deputy MD of a 
small educational filmstrip company. They were bought behind my back in 1969. I then became Assistant Director of the Council for Educational 
Technology for the UK, so am one of 4 or 5 people responsible for bringing computers into schools. There for 20 years, Acting Director twice before 
Mrs Thatcher merged CET with another organisation and I was “asked” to retire early. Have lectured widely on ed tech in the UK, Europe, America 
and Australia. After retirement worked part time for OECD in Paris for a couple of years. Trained as a Lay Reader in the Church of England which is 
now almost a full time job – leaving just a little effort for gardening. Lived all my life in Hurst Road, Buckhurst Hill – though not in the same house. 

Tony Dearson (1947) writes… Joined Esso with Den Francis as Office Boys. Took early retirement after 36 years in sales, mostly spent in Yorkshire. 
During harsh winter of 1945 I remember throwing snowballs at that the open windows at classmates on the 2nd floor form room adjacent to the Art 
Room. Suddenly they disappeared to be replaced by Spud Taylor. He received a direct hit, I the cane. During wartime the school continued to teach 
German to ‘B’ stream pupils. We had one German gentleman who used to say to a misbehaving pupil, “I give you lines, I give you punishment.” Every 
time he entered the form room we all sang these words to the latest song. He did not last long and I heard he had a nervous breakdown. 

Jim Fogg (1947) writes… I left BHCS during my fourth year. 'Spud' had arranged for me to sit a Royal Navy Artificer examination at the school, and 
my success at that examination led to my "early" departure. I spent 15 years in the Navy, most of that time in submarines. I visited most parts of the 
world, including stints in Australia and Canada. At one stage I found myself fighting communist guerrillas in the Malayan jungle- where I became an 
expert at removing leeches! I also became a 'frogman', which is no fun in a Canadian winter when the ocean surface is frozen. In 1961 I became part 
owner of 'The Barge Inn' at Little Woolston, Bletchley. 1962 saw me working at Rutherford High Energy Laboratory (now Rutherford Appleton Labo-
ratory), and while there I completed a 4-year engineering degree. By this time I had married and had two sons. In 1972 we emigrated to Australia 
where I worked as a Patent Examiner (shades of Einstein?) for 10 years, and then as an Engineer in the Department of Defence (Navy Office), also for 
10 years. In this final position I held responsibility for the development and exploitation of some very interesting Department of Defence 'toys' that 
came to general notice during the Gulf War. This message has, of course, been cleared by ASIO, MI5 and the C.I.A. 

David King (1947) writes… Having spent 45 years in Lloyds Insurance I retired in 1992. As a widower with 2 daughters I remarried and gained a 
third daughter but unfortunately divorced and now live alone in the pretty village of Alfrinton in East Sussex. I was Old Bucks Secretary for 7 years in 
the 70s and lived to tell the tale! I still play for the Old Boys Golf Society. 

Colin Selby (1947) writes… After National Service I studied Botany at Queen Mary College, London and then taught biology in Finchley and Ilford. I 
hope Joe Shillito would be pleased. Most of my working life has been as an HM Inspector of Schools in Yorkshire, London and the Midlands, and like 
Roy Clements, I am actively retired. Our two sons Richard and Neil went to BHCHS. I would like news of AT Sawyer who, with me and Duncan 
Vere, made up the biology sixth in 1947. 

Robin Borham (1948) writes… I was among a small number of pupils that travelled on the steam train from Ongar. I then lived in a house at Stondon 
Massey that had no electric or gas, and caused some amusement one day when I failed to complete homework due to the oil lamp running out. I re-
member the doodle bug landing in the road outside the school. I spent all my working life with the Marconi Company in Chelmsford. Have 2 sons, one 
a Chartered Accountant, the other a science teacher and Head of Careers at a large comprehensive school. Would like to hear from anyone who was at 
school 43 – 48. PS Everyone remembers a good teacher. Miss V Crook gets my vote every time! [Maybe we should have a poll?! Ed] 

Jim Moss (1948) writes… after starting work at a bank in the City I did National Service in the RAF, then signed on as a Regular. I served in Nairobi 
and was there when the Mau Mau uprising started but I have always strenuously denied being the cause of it. Other adventures in Nairobi included a 
car crash, being nearly run over by a train, and a misunderstanding with a crocodile in the Royal Nairobi National Park. After leaving the service I had 
various office jobs and in 1966 became Instructor in the ATC in the rank of Warrant Officer – a position I held for 20 years. After redundancy I took 
several voluntary jobs and eventually became a Credit Controller, but had to finally retire due to ill health in 1993 following heart surgery. I never mar-
ried and have outlived all close family. I now live quietly in sheltered accommodation in central Ilford – just 200 yards from where I lived when I at-
tended BHCHS. Currently pursuing the matter of inadequacy of the State pension. Fortunately, we have an excellent MP in South Ilford….. 

Derek Bateson (1949) writes… As a country boy with a keen interest in natural history I joined QMC Botany Dept as a laboratory technician, becom-
ing Chief Technician in 1953 after National Service in the RAMC. In 1956 I joined Ford as a Management Trainee in the Purchasing Dept and after 3 
years was appointed as a Tool Buyer, leaving in 1964 to become a sales rep for East Anglia with a major Sheffield tool company. After promotion to 
Area Sales Manager I was moved to Head Office, where I headed the Marketing Dept. We were taken over by SKF and in the 81/82 recession I was 
made redundant. After 3 years consultancy I was headhunted to a tool distribution company as Marketing Manager which involved a lot of European 
travel. The company was later bought by the P&O group and I took early retirement in 1992. 3 months later I was invited back as a part time consultant 
at P&O’s head office and I finally retired in 1998. I have been married to Barbara for 40 years and we have 3 children who have so far provided five 
grandchildren between them! I am an active member of Abbeydale Probus Club, Sorby Natural History Society, RSPB and Yorkshire Wildlife Trust 
where I have just started a project to identify algae on one of their reserves. Joe Shillito encouraged my scientific interest as too did Reg Chapman, a 
pupil who left about the same time as Malcolm Beard. I would like to hear if anyone knows of him now, plus of course any of my form. 
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Keith Francis (1949) is now retired from business in graphic arts and lives in Orsett, Essex and St.Suzanne, France. Still plays tennis for Brentwood 
Vets. Owns a 13m yacht based at Burnham and regularly sails to the Baltic. Helps to run the ‘Cruising Association’ from Limehouse Dock with 4000 
members – but are there any Old Bucks amongst them? 

Roy Goswell (1949) writes… After leaving school I worked in advertising alongside Alan Clark, a form mate from BHCHS. I did National Service at 
RAF Debden where I worked alongside another form mate Peter Southgate. This was my last contact with a BHCHS friend. I then changed my career 
to a technical occupation and spent 40 years travelling all over the world. I was co-opted into some specialisation in China during the cultural revolu-
tion with many visits. Then posted to Vienna for 8 years commuting to Moscow almost weekly. My last 6 years of work was with Leica AG/GMBH as 
a vice-president. Since retirement in 1996 I have continued as a non-executive director of companies in chemical plant and agricultural machinery. I 
can remember some other names from my form at BHCHS – Ken Chambers, Jim Saville, Ken Piper, Don Rayner, Terry Killick, Derek Bateson – it 
would be great to hear from any friends from the happy days at BHCHS – yes, they really were happy! 

Andrew Pallant (1949) writes… Having bade farewell to JH Taylor and gang, I joined the Buckhurst Hill based contractors 
W&C French as a wages clerk. After the mandatory spell of National Service in the Essex Regiment and the Northamptonshire 
Regiment I became a quantity surveyor. In 1959 the company sent me to Kenya for a 3 year tour where I met and married 
Heather, who was a theatre sister at the Nairobi European Hospital. To my surprise, one of her colleagues, who had trained at 
Ilford, knew all about those OB functions at the Kings Head Chigwell, and reeled off names of participants who were well known 
to me! After our return to the UK, I was transferred to the company’s branch office at Wisbech, in the depth of the Fens and be-
came responsible for the estimating department. In 1995 I took early retirement after 46 years with the company and was retained 
as a consultant. My wife died in 1998 from cancer, which was most unfair. My leisure time is divided between sitting as a magis-
trate, attending HMD Wayland as a member of the Board of Visitors, presiding over the governing bodies of two local schools, 
supporting the local rugby club and, time permitting, playing golf! So, perhaps unbeknown to me, some useful seeds were sown 
in me by the likes of “Basher” Ward, DC Wren, Tommy Leek, Pete Sillis, Eddy Dolman and, of course, “Spud”, “firm set above 
the Roding stream”, many, many years ago. 

Alan Boyce (1950) writes… My career has been in IT (I am a Fellow of the British Computer Society), and I am still active in it, with a small consul-
tancy company specialising in hotel technology. I spent some ten years overseas before settling in my relatively unspoilt Cotswold village. One wife, 
two kids.......  

Alan Pratchett (1950) writes… After leaving school I went to Walthamstow Tech and obtained my degree. I then joined the Atomic Energy Research 
Establishment at their outstation in Woolwich Arsenal. In 1963 we were transferred to Harwell where I remained until I retired in 1990. During my 
time I was privileged to carry out the determination of fluorine in three samples of moon-dust using photon-activation which was a relatively new tech-
nique at the time. I have very fond memories of BHCHS and my maths teacher Eddie Dolman. He was a bit of a rough diamond but such a good 
teacher. 

Norman Yeowell (1950) writes… I have lost touch with all Old Bucks except my brother David. I used to see Denis Cromwell and Roy Barrett and 
wonder what they are doing now. My mother recently died, and going through her papers found that she had the 1947 school photo. I also found the 
programme for a Dramatic Evening in 1946. I was a somewhat reluctant pageboy in “The Princess and the Woodcutter” by AA Milne, along with John 
“Titch” Rivers. We were chosen because we were so small! After National Service in Egypt I returned to the LCC, worked for the Halifax for a time, 
then joined a paint company in Stratford who, in 1962, sent me to the Midlands to represent them. I have been in the Midlands ever since, following 
redundancy changing to a rather undistinguished career selling storage equipment. I retired last year as did my wife Penny. We live in West Bromwich 
and enjoy frequent visits to Symphony Hall in Birmingham. Our main interest is travel, particularly holidays involving bird watching and seeing other 
wild life. Our last trip to Costa Rica was somewhat spoiled by my fracturing my ankle. We have no children or other family ties in the Midlands but we 
are likely to remain because we like it here. I would be interested to hear from anyone who remembers me. 

Michael Dunlop (1951) writes… My final year in 5th economics came in very useful when I joined a Wholesale Grocery Co. (supply and demand). 
National Service with 1st Essex Regt. 52-54 serving in Germany and Korea. Signal Platoon Corporal with Denis Smart (‘51) as a colleague. Rejoined 
Company in ‘54 to retire in ‘94 having reached managerial posts in Cash and Carry Distribution. Married Shirley in ‘56. She stood in all weathers at 
OB matches and did many teas at OB Cricket. Four children now aged between 42 and 33. We moved to Leigh on Sea in ‘69. Continued my cricket 
with Rayleigh CC. Moved to Swanage in ‘94 and my current pastime is many a schoolboy’s dream come true, a volunteer Qualified Guard with the 
Swanage Heritage Steam Railway. Old Bucks with steam memories might be interested [www.swanrail.demon.co.uk] As a Guard, I can now see that 
jumping out and running alongside the train between Barkingside and Fairlop up the incline was to say the least….silly?? Hey ho, boys will be boys! 

Bryan Lewis (1951)   was a Bank Manager from the City to SE Essex (Barclays), School Governor of the Appleton School since 1991, Justice of the 
Peace at Stratford E15 for 20 years, member of the Saffron Walden Golf Club since 1978 and of the Woodford Green Cricket Club since 1956. Is also 
a Fellow of the Institute of Personnel and Development. 

Alan Wright (1951) writes… Having recently seen “OB News” for the first time and enjoyed reading about other OB’s I guess there is something of 
an obligation to offer a lacklustre line or two. After BHCHS – modern history at Merton, Oxford; National Service with Royal Signals; Bank of Eng-
land for 10 years (mostly rather dull); IMF for 27 years (not at all the ‘evil’ organisation depicted by Oxfam, Jubilee 2000 etc); now retired but fully 
occupied with family (two children and two grandchildren living close by), infrequent, small consulting jobs for the IMF, and as president of the IMF 
retirees association. Joining the IMF meant moving to the Washington DC area and putting down roots. It’s not a bad place to live, but my wife and I 
are glad that we are able to visit England regularly. Regretfully, no contact with any OB’s since 1955, but having reached nostalgia age, would like to 
get in touch, particularly with David Gorick. 

John Delfgou (1952) after leaving school, became a jet fighter pilot in the Royal Air Force, was stationed in the Middle East 
and finished in the battle of Suez. He then spent three years as a civil airline pilot before changing careers to Personnel Manage-
ment for 20 years. Later in life he was a TV film editor and then a computer lecturer before becoming the Vicar of Trinity and 
St Nicholas Churches in Debden. He is married with two children and four grandchildren. Last year he published a crime/thriller 
book which begins with the robbery of £60m from a Bank of England cash convoy. The action in the book which includes as-
sassination, roulette, protection, drugs dealers and exciting flying escapades moves from London to Portugal, Madrid, Zurich 
and Paris. The mastermind of the robbery Scarpio, comes face to face with Mark, the Vicar of Fenfield in a battle between good 
and evil. If you would like a copy please send £5 to 20 Carroll Hill, Loughton, Essex, IG10 1NN. 

John Fogg (1952) writes… Tea trade. Parachute Brigade. Port of London Police. 16 glorious years in the old Covent Garden. Further highly successful 
but miserable years in the concrete jungle of the New Covent Garden. Now retired. 
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Martin Page (1952) writes… I took early retirement from British Telecom in 1990 after completing 37 years in the telephone service. I had started as 
an engineering apprentice with the GPO, and over the years saw big changes in both technology and management methods. I live in Buckhurst Hill, 
and I'm an active member of several organisations, being secretary of a local Cine & Video club, (my main interest), a committee member of a BT 
Twinning Group, and of a local social club. I have contact with one other person of my year, Terry Luxford, but would like to hear from others. Phone 
(020) 8504 9430. E mail martin.page@btinternet.com 

Peter Wright (1952) writes… Having taken early retirement from the insurance world at Lloyds, licking my financial wounds, I now find that I have 
time for golf, County Cricket watching at Essex and a history degree at the Open University. I find I am living next door to Brian Law, and Old Buck a 
few years older and can report the sudden death of Peter Robbins just before last Christmas. On a recent visit to the Dome, I bumped into Duncan 
Horne and if I say that he was one of the better aspects, it will give you some idea of the rest of it! 

Ken Madgwick (1953) writes...I left after the 5th form in 1953 - as I remember the science master Joe Shillito retired after winning a football pool, 
and the school did not offer Advanced level Zoology or Botany thereafter for a time. After leaving I had two years of fun at Walthamstow Tech getting 
Zoology, Botany, Chemistry and Physics at A level and immediately went to Charing Cross Medical School, graduating in 1960 with LRCP, MRCS 
and MB,BS. In 1961 I married Eine Varjoluoto, a charming nurse who came from Finland. Following this I did DObstRCOG (obstetrics) and DCH 
(child health) diplomas, and more recently have gained GP accreditation in NZ. Following my hospital houseman jobs at Charing Cross and Kingsbury 
Maternity Hospitals, I had SHO and Registrar posts in Paediatrics at Edgware General and St John’s Hospital, Chelmsford. In 1964 I entered general 
practice in Farningham, Kent before we decided to emigrate to NZ in 1966. In 1967 I set up my own practice in Auckland and remain so 33 years later. 
We have had an enjoyable, but probably not so financially rewarding professional life here as compared with England, but the country has given our 
family a great lifestyle, and our only regret is the distance from old friends and family. 

Mick Cooper (1954) writes… Those six years of learning at school have always been appreciated, although like most of us perhaps not fully at the 
time. The input of the likes of Harry Samways, Tommy Leek, Watkinson and others I will never forget. The sports masters were tremendous also. 
Having aspired to play a reasonable standard of cricket for Hainault house team and the school XI itself, upon leaving in ‘54 I fell evil prey to the fel-
lows that were the driving force behind the Old Bucks cricket club – notably Jack Sutton and the Doug Clarke plus the equally persuasive John Rivers 
and Bill Roberts. Thus started what I consider to be my ‘formative years’ in life! The 12 years that ensued were full of challenges and rewarding ex-
periences. We won a few cricket matches but there were also never to be forgotten times. I have lived in Sydney for the past 34 years – my wife Jean 
and I have notched up 35 years of marriage and two (now mature) daughters. My UK qualification as a Chartered Surveyor has stood me in good stead 
over the years in my property valuation and consultancy career here in Sydney. I now act as consultant to the company I helped set up in the mid-80s. 

Peter Farmer (1954) writes… After leaving BHCHS I attended the SW Essex Technical College for two years before joining the National Health Ser-
vice. I became qualified as a medical laboratory scientist, my speciality being microbiology. I was the Senior Technologist in charge of the Pathology 
Department at Claybury Hospital for 16 years. The laboratory was then centralised and after two years in the Public Health Lab at Whipps Cross Hos-
pital I took over as Technologist in charge of a laboratory in Devizes, Wiltshire in 1981. I took early retirement in 1992 and shortly after moved to 
Somerset. Having become a Christian in 1988, I have been involved with the Full Gospel Businessmen's Fellowship International and am currently the 
President of the Street and Glastonbury Chapter. 

John Harman (1954) writes… BHCHS was built by Thomas Bates & Son Ltd of Harold Wood, with whom I spent most of my working life.  But 
since redundancy there has been a little more variation. I had escaped National Service by developing a temporary limp in a motor cycle accident. My 
three children have all graduated and having re-married, my wife and I share 11 grandchildren. 

Dick Mugridge (1954) writes… I initially joined the City of London police force as a cadet, but soon realised I was not cut out to be Mr Plod. After 
completing my National Service, I enrolled at London Radio College, graduated and joined the Merchant Navy as a radio officer. In 1962 I joined 
RMS Caronia, sailing mainly out of New York. In 1970 I left the sea and went to British Columbia, Canada. I worked in the marine electronics busi-
ness and eventually ran my own company, predominantly catering for the towboat and fishing industry. I met Barbara in 1972 and we have been to-
gether ever since. We have no children. I have now largely retired and live in Salt Spring Island, BC (www.saltspringisland.bc.ca), although I still do a 
little consulting work for the government and the fishing industry. Recently, in the UK, after an absence of 30 years, I had a memorable reunion with 
Roger Mason and Robin Eves (1955). Email: mugs@saltspring.com 

Peter De Nayer (1954) writes… Left school with doleful GCE results – although Peter Sillis got me through. I worked for an Essex Ford Dealer but 
then (poacher turned gamekeeper!) I started working for the AA in 1966. I have been a Technical Researcher and Car Tester/Journalist for the last 
thirty years and loved every minute of it. I live in North Essex, not far from Colin Ashman, who runs a village post office. Other names from my year 
I’d love to hear about include Alan Dungate, David Tilley and Graham Brookes – we used to go to Charlton FC at The Valley by bus. 

John Rogers (1954) writes… I am self-employed, working mostly with a New York firm on mergers and acquisitions and, sometimes, investments in 
the IT industry. Most recently, I was CEO of Dataquest Europe and, before that, I spent 28 years with IBM, leaving as a European vice president. Be-
fore that, I spent 4 years in the RAF getting some education in electronics, having failed in my school leaving job to become a surveyor. I have four 
children and live in Hay on Wye. 

George Bedding (1955) writes… 1950-55 Average – Midstream (Roding House) - conspicuously.  1955-57 City Insurance/banking – customary. 
1958-59 National Service (Essex Regiment, Germany) - compulsory. 1960-93 BP (Ship Management) - competently. Residing Romford – semide-
tached suburbia. Same wife – 2 progeny. Took early retirement – now into happiest days (not schooldays – sorry, Sim/Rutherford types). Appreciate 
most things ‘fifties’ (eg steam trains/superior rock & roll/trad/Bilko/Monsieur Hulot/Mel Brooks/Zuckers/Simpsons – and anything spoof-satire. Re-
sisting “Meldrew/Steptoe/Garnett Disease” but at war with technology. Still dressing myself unaided, although putting clothes on back to front causes 
increasing visits back in time. As one who peaked at 11+, such reviews of our formative years provoke a nod to the masters and the system that influ-
enced our lurch from child to adult. 

Mike Hare (1955) writes… Like many before and since, I left school not knowing what I wanted to do. Many of my family were in building so per-
haps that’s why I ended up in the building services industry. Attended the Borough Polytechnic (now University of the South Bank). Qualified as a 
Chartered Engineer. Married a nurse to ensure I’ll be looked after in my old age and we spawned two computer geniuses (or should that be genii!?). 
Soared to the dizzy heights of Principal Mechanical and Electrical Engineer with Westminster City Council but Dame Shirley Porter soon put a stop to 
that. Imminent redundancy is to be avoided in your late 40s, but if that’s not possible – make use of it. Became my own boss and whilst not making a 
million the last 12 years have been among the most interesting and certainly the busiest of my working life. 

John Legg (1955) writes… Aged 61, working harder than ever! No early retirement for me. Have lived in Germany for almost 40 years, run my own 
travel agency. Been married twice, 4 children, one grandson. Keep in touch with George Bedding (he who got sent off before the Roding football 
match for wearing gloves!) Would love to know what happened to Mike Alcott, Graham Brookes, Jackie Freeman, David Williams and 100 others! 
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Gerald Prior (1955) has enjoyed pretty much the sort of life predicted by Spud, but it has been enjoyable, on the whole. National Service was fol-
lowed by marriage, and a variety of jobs before making a career in NHS management on the south coast. Then came five years managing a large day 
centre in London, which led to early retirement. Since when, a new, intensely satisfying career as a potter has developed, so busy that another retire-
ment is due, if grandchildren are to be properly appreciated. Although now settled in Hampshire, contact is regularly maintained with a couple of 
schoolfellows, proving that old friends are the best friends. Membership of the Old Bucks Masonic Lodge provides further contact with former pupils. 

Alan Purssord (1955) writes… I studied part-time at Walthamstow Tech and qualified as an architect in 1966. I am responsible for numerous build-
ings of all types, shapes and sizes, scattered around the UK – I think my best designs are in Shoreham, Burnham (near Weston Super Mare) and Car-
diff. I spent a couple of years in Abu Dabi and Oman as a site architect. Having been made redundant twice I have turned my hand to estate and facili-
ties management with the odd spot of surveying thrown in. I’m now a project manager at Nottingham Trent University. I married Pat in 1963 and we 
moved to the West Country near Bristol/Bath – we have two daughters. I have failed to keep in touch with anyone from BHCHS but am curious about 
my ex-form mates so I look forward to further editions of the Old Buckwellians News. I can be found on e mail Alan.Purssord@ntu.ac.uk 

Ian Sleightholm (1955) writes… During 1955 I saw a letter on the school notice board from Sun Insurance Office offering a career. I was duly ac-
cepted and I guess it must have been the right choice because I stayed with the company for nearly 42 years. Not that it was the same company at the 
end because I went through mergers with the Alliance, London, Phoenix and finally the Royal. The last merger was well timed to be an opportunity for 
me to retire at 59. I married Vivienne (an ex-Loughton girl) in 1960; and I guess that this too was the right choice because we are celebrating our 40th 
anniversary this year. We have two boys – now both in their 30s. My career with Sun Alliance was in two main parts. Firstly working on the UK side 
of the business and then in 1983 moving to the overseas side. I was very fortunate in the second part in that I was able to travel the world. As well as 
business trips in Europe I had visits to South America (Argentina, Uruguay, Colombia and Brazil), the Bahamas and Caribbean, Canada, South Africa, 
Australia, New Zealand, Japan and the various far eastern countries. 

Derek Tomblin (1955) writes...Chartered Civil & Structural Engineer, after training on day release at Westminster Technical College. Worked for a 
Consulting Engineer then Government for some 30 years until being made redundant from the Property Services Agency upon privatisation in 1992. A 
year as a clerk with the Child Support Agency whilst building up my present part time consultancy in Civil/Structural Engineering. Moved from the 
Buckhurst Hill/Woodford area to Hastings in 1985. Married for 23 years (until divorce in 1995) with two children. Recently worked for a Chinese con-
tractor in Hong Kong for a year and then supervised the construction of a school in a remote village in Tanzania as a volunteer for the charity Health 
Projects Abroad. Continuing involvement in charity work for HPA and in Romania and Rwanda. I enjoy skiing and badminton for relaxation. In touch 
with David Williams (see Nov 99 OBN). Would like to hear from anybody who remembers me (5th year in 1955). 

David Yeowell (1955) writes… I’m somewhat in transition as I lived in Chapel Hill, NC for 30 years but became a victim of Glaxo taking over Well-
come where I was the international director of technical development. I am now a VP of product development at a small biotech company in S. San 
Francisco - while my wife remains a research professor (Molecular Biology) at Duke University in Durham, NC. Lots of commuting!! Currently we 
are looking for a house - not an easy task here - but a great city to live in. Quite a contrast to the small college town of Chapel Hill. After BHCHS I 
went to Bristol University (BSc and PhD in Chemistry), met my wife-to-be (married Nov 1964), post doc at Zurich University, junior faculty Liver-
pool University, Wellcome in NY and then NC. 2 girls 1 boy, now 1 grandchild. Spare time mountain hiking, skiing, camping, running (2 marathons/yr 
for last 13 years), tennis and squash. 

Chris Youngs (1955) writes… Left in July 1955 having sent cap and tie sailing down the Roding (regret that now). Destined for construction – ended 
up in banking – career with Nat West – retired 4 years ago as Director for Yorkshire, NE England and Scotland. Married Norma (Cooper) of Romford 
CHS in 1961 and now complete with daughters and grandchildren. Have spent some time in the USA and have finally retired to Saratosa (FL) for 6 
months each year – otherwise in Yorkshire. Would appreciate hearing from former colleagues. For identification see class of ‘54 on BHCHS web site – 
second row from back, second from right. 

John Beard (1956) writes… I have been married for over 38 years to my wife, Margaret, who was from Stoke-on-Trent, and we have two sons. We 
have been very fortunate in that my career has enable to travel extensively. After leaving BHCHS in 1956 I went to Southampton University, and ob-
tained a BSc Honours in Chemistry. I then went to the University College of N. Staffs (later to become Keele University) and obtained a PhD in Physi-
cal Organic Chemistry from Birmingham University. I spent one year as a full time demonstrator at Keele before going to the USA in 1963 (on a Na-
tional Science Foundation Scholarship) to do postdoctoral Research at the University of Missouri for two years. We then returned to England, and I 
worked for two years at the Atomic Weapons Research Establishment, Aldermaston, near Reading. This was followed by six years in the research de-
partment of Reckitt & Colman Food Division in Norwich. In 1972 we moved to Jamaica so that I could take up a contract as Principal Scientific Offi-
cer with the Scientific Research Council. This was followed by 10 years as a Senior Lecturer in Chemistry at the University of Papua New Guinea in 
Port Moresby. We moved to Australia in 1984, and intend to stay here permanently. Margaret & I plan to retire soon, and we will move to Melbourne 
so that we can spend more time with our grandchildren and other members of our family. 

Tim Blee (1956) writes… I went City University to do Mechanical Engineering, and then to Rolls Royce in Coventry. After that I worked as a junior 
consultant at Ricardo, an engine consultancy in Shoreham and then I went to Rugby to Cawston House for 21 years. I left there in 1984 to be managing 
director of a TRW European electronics operation. I came to the USA in 1990 also to work for TRW. I now work as a consultant to the Dana corpora-
tion, and I am nearing the end of my working life, although I am unlikely to retire because I have a software business that occupies all of my spare mo-
ments. From time to time we see Terry Hardiman on the BBC plays that we get in America. I have five children, one boy and four girls, three of whom 
are with me in the USA. We may return to UK, sometime. I have worked all over the world, Western Europe, Brazil, Japan, South Africa, and life has 
never been dull.  

David Charlesworth (1957) writes… I took early retirement eight years ago after teaching at Kineton High School (1962-67), Leamington College for 
Boys (1967-75) and John Taylor High School, near Burton-on-Trent, where I was Head of English (1975-92). Since then I have concentrated on my 
first love, music, running FMPS, a computer music-processing service setting compositions for the church music publishing house, Oecumuse, and for 
any composers and arrangers who will employ me, and playing the organ at various churches and for the local crematorium (someone has to do it!), as 
well as clarinet and bassoon, singing in several choirs, and turning my hand to the odd (well, fairly odd) composition or two. I also direct a small 
chamber choir specialising in 16th and early 17th century music. Regrettably, I have had no contact with other OBs, apart from a brief meeting many 
years back with Terry Hardiman. However, I have recently resumed an annual correspondence with Don Ray, Head of Music at BHCHS during the 
late 50s; and almost twenty years back I had an indirect contact with Derek Dutton, one time Head of English, when my son and daughter took part in a 
school orchestra exchange with Richmond School in Swaledale, where he was then Headmaster. I have very grateful memories of both of them for 
their help in enabling me to combine my literary studies with singing at Corpus, Cambridge. Our daughter Hilary, a Bristol microbiology graduate 
(trumpet), presented my wife Mary (flute) and me with a second grandson in May, and our son Peter (Meng, Sheffield, horn and bass guitar) recently 
married Pauline Cato, the Northumbrian pipes player (remember BBC1’s ‘Badger’ series last year?) For peace and quiet, keep clear of us all! 
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Jeff Goodman (1958) writes… After school I spent a year as an uncertificated teacher (thanks to the influence of Eric McCollin) at King John Secon-
dary School, Epping – the best teacher training ever. There I met and taught under the wing of Charlie Rush (see obituary Nov 99) - a great character, 
artist and teacher. 1959-61 were spent at Newlands Park TTC, followed by 32 years secondary teaching in Luton, Leicester and back in Essex (living in 
Rayleigh) since 1970, the last 23 years in Pastoral Senior Management. 1992 saw voluntary early retirement in order to establish my ‘hobby’ as a busi-
ness, which continues. Since 1981 my hobby of photography has been pursued as a member and Chairman of Leigh-on-Sea Camera Club. 

Roger Odell (1958) writes… After leaving school, I became a trainee Quartz Crystal Engineer working for STC in Harlow. I also 
continued to play the drums on a semi-professional basis, having taken that up at school. I eventually left STC and became a profes-
sional musician playing in various groups and freelancing around London. In 1979 I became a founder member of the group Shaka-
tak with whom I continue to record and tour internationally to this day. I’d be interested in contacting any members of the various 
football teams at school during my time there, and also any of the musicians. Check my web site www.rogerodell.co.uk and 
www.shakatak.com for more information or e mail: roger@rogerodell.co.uk 

Terry Carter (1959) writes… After 36 years in the investment and pension fund business and a member of the Stock Exchange for much of this time, 
I am now mostly retired. Having managed UK Local Authority and company pension schemes for about 16 years, I changed direction and specialised 
in Japanese pension fund management from 1980, and resided in Tokyo for several years until 1996. My firm was acquired by Barclays in 1986, and I 
then became director of BZW, and later President of Barclays’ trust bank and asset management businesses in Tokyo. After working one further year 
for a Japanese asset management firm in London I left the City, although I still write articles for a pensions magazine in Tokyo. Sandra and I have been 
at the current address for 18 years, and our two sons live locally. We are grandparents twice over. I finished playing hockey and cricket about eight 
years ago, but we play badminton at a casual level. Much of our social activity centres on the Epping Forest U3A. E-mail: terryc03@globalnet.co.uk  

Norman Flack (1959) writes… Having recently retired as a senior manager with Nat West I find I now have control of my own time for the first time 
since my last Easter holiday at BHCHS – unfortunately, although perhaps predictably, I cannot now remember what I left unfinished at the time al-
though I suspect it may have been sufficient revision for my GCEs! Married (31 years) two sons and one granddaughter, overweight and no hair – 
probably all the same cause. Main hobby is mountain walking which doesn’t bring me to Essex a lot but still have lots of family in the area so I visit 
fairly frequently – should any old class mates still owe me a drink! 

Joe Hayden (1959) gained a languages degree at Cambridge and subsequently a Masters in Contemporary European Studies at Sussex. Joe spent most 
of his career in lecturing (at Anglia Polytechnic University in Chelmsford); took early retirement in 1995 and now has a major hand in running the 
Community church in Rayleigh. Anybody who remembers him is welcome to give him a ring on 01268 747728 or email: jhayden@callnetuk.com 

Geoffrey Tyler (1959) writes… After leaving BHCHS I did odd jobs for about a year including builders labourer, Charrington’s Brewery, hospital 
porter, sausage making factory (Stratford). Started medical training at Leeds University in 1960, married Patricia in 1963 (almost the girl next door 
since she lived in Woodford Green). Qualified 1966. Joined Medical Practice in Hertfordshire. Retired in 1998 to Long Melford, Suffolk. Have played 
golf with a younger Old Buck for past 20 years – my brother-in-law David Coomber. I would like to know the whereabouts of DJ Morris (1959) - Mal-
linson Cup winner and Keith Brewster (1959). Pleased to hear that Bern Samways is still going strong – I remember him with affection. 

Robin “Harry” Harrington (1960) writes… On leaving school I went to Southampton University to study geography – 3 wonderful years with lots of 
fun and little work. Even so, I managed to emerge with a 2:1 degree thanks largely to Pete Sillis’s wonderful instruction in examination technique 
which eventually I passed on to both my children who also earned good degrees, despite inheriting my laziness. I moved to Mousehole in 1987 and if 
anyone who knew me passes through the village, I can often be found enjoying a pint at lunchtime! 

Andy Imms (1960) writes...I have had an undistinguished but happy life, having been married since 1965. Two children and four grandchildren later, 
my wife and I are enjoying ourselves and our family as much as we can. I would love to hear from and of my friends from BHCHS who might remem-
ber me. Sadly, there are none on the list but who knows, someone out there may just read this note! Good luck to all the Old Boys! 

Brian Tomblin (1960)   single, with no children, now living in Welwyn Garden City. Qualified Chartered Accountant. Joined Guardian Royal Ex-
change after working in private practice, then on to British Aerospace. Took early retirement in 1994 and now working freelance on a part time basis. 
Annual participant in the Times Crossword competition and recently on TV as a “15 to 1” contestant. 

Dick Greening (1961) writes… Left BHCHS with no A Levels as I had spent too much time in the 6th playing with my yellow and black 1935 Austin 
10! After a couple of years in industry I joined the BBC as a cameraman. Worked on all the old favourites from Z Cars and Dixon to Steptoe and the 
Black & White Minstrels. I then did several spells of writing and directing childrens’ programmes. Your children may have watched my Playschool or 
E.B.C.! (yes, Emu’s Broadcasting Co!) Went back to camerawork – less demanding – Macbeth to TOTP. In 1982 worked on ‘Breakfast Time’ on loca-
tion and then on to news and current affairs making documentaries all over the world. Then Birt took over the BBC and it all went ‘pear-shaped’. I was 
made an offer I couldn’t refuse – so I didn’t! Spent 3 years as a freelance, which I still do occasionally. As our daughters had flown the nest, my wife 
Sharon and I moved out of London and into the Oxfordshire countryside. We bought a narrowboat and now spend six months a year in each. We are 
now (May 2000) somewhere on the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, just south of the Peak District. 

Peter Robjant (1961) writes… I qualified as a solicitor after reading English and then Law at Cambridge. I spent 26 years in private practise in Wilt-
shire. Since 1997 I have worked for the Employment Tribunals Service in Bedford. 

Graham Rutherford (1961) writes… After school I went to Liverpool University. Pete Sillis advised me to go to Liverpool because the sport was 
good – if not the History! Loved everything about university but the academic bit but managed a General Studies degree. Met wife Pat in the ‘Cavern 
Club’ and have had mixed feelings about the Beatles ever since. My parents’ neighbour for years was Bern Samways, so I was kept well up with 
school life – marvellous man. I joined Kodak in 1964 and lived in Lancashire and Cheshire for many years – hooked on league cricket and Bodding-
tons. Crossed the culture divide to join Fujifilm in 1983 and now Director of Professional Imaging in London. Two children, Emma and Steve. Three 
grandchildren – all Emma’s. 

Alan Seabrook (1961) writes… Worked at Hilger & Watts Debden Estate 1961-62. Student in London College of Divinity Northwood Middx 62-66. 
Ordained in Church of England at St Paul’s Cathedral 66. Curate in Bethnal Green 66-70. Curate in Telford New Town, Shropshire 70-74. Vicar in 
Bradford, West Yorkshire 74-80. Rector of Bitterley, near Ludlow from 80 to present (five churches in parish of 30 sq miles). Married to Pene since 
1968. Three sons: one an Industrial Designer; one an accountant; and the other working at a church in Cambridge following a law degree from Oxford. 

Peter Bodley (1962) writes...After leaving school I went to work in newspapers, which I still do. My first stop was at the West Essex Gazette, first in 
Loughton, then in Epping and finally in Walthamstow. In 1968, I joined the Oxford Mail, an evening newspaper, and worked there until going to the 
US in May 1970. I have been with the ABC Newspapers, a group of three weekly newspapers in suburban Minneapolis, since that time, and I am man-
aging editor of the three papers. I am married with one daughter and three grandchildren. 
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Grahame Eales (1962) writes… I left BHCHS having spent most of my 2 years in the 6th form avoiding doing anything except racing bicycles and 
avoiding any organised sport pressed on me by the school. I then got articled to a solicitors and eventually qualified as such. I am now a partner in a 
West End firm specialising in family work. Premature arthritis has put paid to cycle racing but I still cycle. I remember being mentioned in one OBA 
News as having been seen leaving the Travellers Friend pub at Woodford every night and having had an operation for the removal of bicycle saddle 
from my arse – such is fame. I have now given up leaving the Travellers Friend and live there to save dangerous and expensive trips home and my wife 
and family visit me there now and again. I am also the owner of a light blue 1962 Sunbeam Alpine which I drive in my rare moments of sobriety and/
or when not cycling or appearing in divorce courts. Many who read this will say nothing changes. 

Mike Gamier (1962) writes…What has BHCHS done for me? Well, many of the subjects studied have certainly been put to good use, as the following 
sample indicates: French: On leaving BHCHS, I took a French degree and a PG Teaching Certificate at University College Cardiff, then an MA in 
French Studies at Sussex University. Since then, I have taught French in a secondary school, a teacher training college, a polytechnic and a university, 
and have co-authored a French course for the BBC. Maths: Despite having no formal IT qualifications apart from Maths O-level, I am currently acting 
as consultant and analyst on a project at my university to design and build an in-house student records and management information system. Biology: I 
have been married twice, with 4 daughters from my first marriage and 2 step-sons from my second. PE/Games: As keen a cricketer/cricket follower as 
ever, I have so far failed to realise my life’s main ambition of playing for England, but I did once share a century opening partnership with Alan Border 
against the (Bristol) West Indies. Economics/Politics/English: During the Thatcher years, my writing style regularly found favour with the editor of the 
Guardian letters page, although I have enjoyed considerably less success in recent years. Music: I still play my guitar regularly, as well as singing with 
the Bristol Bach Choir. I’ve not been in touch with anyone from BHCHS for over 30 years, but I’d be particularly interested to know what became of 
Martin Frizelle Does anyone out there know anything about him? Email: michael.garnier@uwe.ac.uk 

Ian Paterson (1962) writes… After leaving BHCHS I took a week off then started training in a London firm of Chartered Accountants. Qualified in 
1967, stayed with the firm until 1983, then joined a local car dealership (Browns of Loughton) where I am still working. Still living in Buckhurst Hill 
(typical boring accountant some would say!) I am married with one son aged 21. Fond memories of the old school and all my classmates. I can be con-
tacted at Browns of Loughton on 020 8508 6262. 

Trevor Reek (1962) writes… After leaving BHCHS I was indentured to G. Wimpey & Co. as a Commercial Trainee, gained HND Business Studies at 
Slough Thames Valley University and joined the Organisation & Methods Department. After several years I was seconded to Woolwich (Greenwich 
University) where I obtained a postgraduate diploma in Operational Research. I left Wimpey and became Personal Assistant to the Marketing Director 
of a wholesale clothing manufacturer in Bow Road. After this, I have had several jobs including: petrol forecourt, Butlins, the Winter Gardens complex 
at Malvern, Worcs (theatre, cinema, swimming pool, ballroom). I am currently living with my partner Sandra in a riverside flat in Evesham and work-
ing as a porter at the local community hospital. 

David Thame (1962) writes… After leaving school I worked for a credit insurance broker in the City for 7 years, but then travelling on the Under-
ground got the better of me so I decided to work more locally in Brimsdown as an accounts office manager. This lasted until 1983 when a redundancy 
letter dropped onto my desk. During this time I made 3 inch scale steam traction engine and whilst on the scrounge for cheap copper sheet at the En-
field Rolling Mills I came across a fellow pupil – Chris Sumner. Needless to say, the OB’s act came in useful and I got the copper for nothing. After a 
few years of self employment, in 1988 I joined the Bank of England Printing Works where I still am today. My only claim to fame at school is holding 
(according to Pete Sillis) the British all-comers record for a mock GCE result of 4%! Occasionally I bump into Roger Neville who still lives in Buck-
hurst Hill (I won’t embarrass him with the story of the desk and the French lesson). 

Peter Aston (1963) writes… I am living in Paris working for a French state company in the oil refining industry, travelling a lot in Asia. This follows 
several spells overseas with a previous employer, living 7 years in Netherlands, 3 years in Singapore, and a year in Houston. Married, (25 years second 
time), no children, still active in athletics and motor sport when free time is available. Any Old Bucks wanting to make contact are welcome, but in 
view of my peripatetic lifestyle, they had best write to 32 Allée Etienne Ventenat 92599 Rueil Malmaison France. 

Gordon Waite (1963) writes… I have been a teacher for 35 years and am now Head of a prep school in North London, where I have been for the past 
9 years. I am still a Francophile and look forward to spending more time in my quiet corner of the Ardeche before time runs out! 

Max Weaver (1963) writes… Studied Law at LSE, then law teaching in polytechnics and universities. For a time, chair of the Association of Poly-
technic Law Heads and also chair of the Legal Studies Board of the Council for National Academic Awards. Some worthwhile publications and contri-
butions to the development of legal studies curricula. Since 1986, involved in the management of London Guildhall University, formerly City of Lon-
don Polytechnic. Currently Deputy Provost. Also much involved in regeneration activities in East London. Married in 1969 to Enid Hardwick, then a 
professional singer and who now teaches music at Bancroft’s School. Two sons. Whole family still lives in Woodford Green. Musical interests have 
been maintained. Trumpet playing on the local and, for a time, semi-professional circuits. Conducting brass bands and choirs, playing cornet solos etc. 
within the Salvation Army. For the last nineteen years, conductor of an SA Youth Band that has recorded and toured extensively. Read Mike Horsnell 
and, very occasionally, Brian Mountford in the Times but fairly hopeless at keeping in touch, despite fond memories of BHCHS. I was pleased to have 
corresponded a little with Peter Sillis a few years ago. If I am any good as an academic, it is he who pointed me in the right direction. Email: 
max.weaver@btinternet.com 

George Asser (1965) writes… I left school on a Thursday, to get married on the Friday. Robin Clarke was asked to attend, but did not believe I was 
getting married. Consequently he missed it! The marriage produced three children, a boy and two girls, but ended in the late 80s. I have been married 
to Maria Jose for ten wonderful years, and we have three daughters. I have now decided that I have enough children! On leaving school I worked as a 
business trainee in an engineering company in Harlow, the sales director of which was an OB – Alex Snow. I have no idea when he left the school but 
it must have been in the late 40s. I eventually moved into the freight business, and started my own company in 1985. I am still in freight concentrating 
mainly on Spain. I was a school governor of several schools in Harlow for many years, and chairman of a large comprehensive school. I moved to 
Laindon and am now governor of two local schools. I teach both parents and children at our local church, and am active in the community. I would 
very much like to hear from any OB’s who remember me from school. 

Rodney Brazier (1965) went to Southampton University to read law. While there he decided that he wanted to join the Civil Service, but almost at the 
last minute decided to try academic law instead. He got a lectureship in law at Manchester University in 1968, and has been there ever since. He is now 
Professor of Constitutional Law. He married a colleague in 1974, and has a daughter who has just graduated and who is about to start a drama course 
with a view to acting professionally. 

Robin Clarke (1965) writes… Having left BHCHS I worked for the BBC in London for three years before emigrating to Australia as a “£10 Pom”. I 
spent two years in Australia working for two TV companies. I came back to the UK for two years before returning to Sydney for a year. I finally set-
tled back in the UK in 1974, mainly in the Brighton area. By then, I was working for a business finance company and I have been in that sector ever 
since. I would love to hear from anyone who was in my year. E mail: rclar@nmbh.fsnet.co.uk 
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Richard Fergusson (1965) writes… On leaving BHCHS I joined HM Customs and Excise – where I remain. For the last three years I have been a 
Surveyor of Customs in the port of Felixtowe. I married in 1972, lived in Wanstead and Loughton before moving to Woodbridge, Suffolk in 1980. I 
have two children who both are enjoying university life (and at my expense!) When not working I relax with golf at Woodbridge Golf Club and drink-
ing Adnams bitter. 

Peter Hobbs (1965) writes… I left at the end of the 4th year when the family moved to Cheshire. After completing school, followed by Art College I 
came back to live in London in 1971. Belated thanks to RA Smethurst here for his encouragement and training! We have lived in/around London since 
(wife Annette + 3 kids + mortgage) and I work in London as a graphic designer. 

Andrew Pippard (1965) writes… After leaving BHCHS I accepted a job offered by Malcolm Beard (an OB of unknown age!) in a City Shipbroking 
Company, and progressed from there to freight forwarding! Married Madeleine in 1970 and we have a daughter – Jo, who became a nurse via Liver-
pool University, and a son – Paul, currently playing football after finishing a Mechanical Engineering degree at Birmingham. I formed a freight for-
warding company in 1976 and moved to Cambridgeshire in 1982. I am MD of the same company now based near Huntingdon. 

Barry Wynn (1965) writes… I am married with 3 children (the youngest still at school) and we have lived at Wakes Colne near Colchester for the last 
20 years or so. After taking a modern history degree at London University (QMC) I worked in management services, consulting and personnel. I say 
‘worked’ because I took voluntary redundancy/early retirement in 1998 from my job as Personnel Manager with Essex County Council (based in 
Chelmsford). I knew it was time to get out when personnel was becoming ‘human resources’, [hear, hear – ed.] although the size of the lump sum and 
pension available was probably the critical factor! I now lead a life of leisure with no intention of rejoining the world of work nor, indeed, of ever 
wearing a suit and tie again. Of course, life is not completely without stress. How could it be when you support Colchester United?! 

Chris Hassall (1966) writes… Greetings from Florida. I’m doing great - but I probably look a teensy weensy bit older than the last time I met up with 
some Old Boys (which was probably freezing our butts off playing for the Old Bucks somewhere!). It’s kinda sad but Jenny (childhood sweethearts 
and all that stuff) and I are still together and now happily married for about thirty years!! We have two great daughters, both married (well actually one 
is still married) and one even greater grand-daughter. They all live reasonably close to us in Central Florida. After finishing my architecture course in 
1972 I worked in London for about 8 years and we then moved to Farnham in Surrey and I worked for local architects/interior designers down there. I 
then set up my own company and started working for an Egyptian agent of the Kuwaiti royal family. That was different but very hectic. By then I was 
working nearly all my waking hours and in order to see my children grow up I quit. Out of the blue I got a call from a designer that I had done a lot of 
hotel work with to put together a scheme for a five star resort complex in Mallorca and lo and behold we were awarded the contract! I was commuting 
to Spain for about two years and when the first phase was completed the client asked me to open a design studio in Mallorca to service their needs and 
the people buying properties on the complex. So we moved to Mallorca for about six years and Jen and I ran this design studio. The girls became fluent 
in Spanish and we ended up employing about thirty people 70% of which only spoke Spanish. I can tell you there is no faster way of learning a lan-
guage when you are the only person in the room speaking English! Spain was great but was fraught with kickbacks and some pretty unscrupulous peo-
ple. We went on a family vacation to Orlando. I tore the yellow pages out and then faxed my resume to a number of local. I then got on a plane and 
came to Orlando and after two weeks I had three job offers. That was twelve years ago and we are still here, surrounded by tourists and Mickey and 
Universal and Sea World. I am now a Vice President at 3d/International which is based out of Houston with offices throughout the U.S. We have about 
500 people and do architecture, construction management, design/build, and just about anything! I have left the drawing board (or should I say com-
puter) behind somewhat and I am now heading up business development for the S.E. Regional office. So you can see, not a lot has happened since we 
last saw each other!! So now you have some friends in Orlando and you can plan a trip to come and see us and stay with us whenever you want. 

Martin Pippard (1966) writes… After qualifying in medicine (Birmingham University) I trained as a haematologist in Oxford and Seattle and worked 
as a consultant in London, before moving to Scotland 10 years ago as Professor of Haematology at the University of Dundee. 

David Evenett (1967) writes… In 1971 I obtained a 2i in Economics followed by a MSc (Econ) from LSE. I became a Redbridge Borough Councillor 
in 1972 and was the Conservative candidate for Hackney South & Shoreditch in 1979. From 1983 until 1997 I was Conservative MP for Erith & Cray-
ford and was selected as Prosepective Parliamentary Candidate for Bexleyheath & Crayford to fight the next General Election. I am presently working 
as Commercial Liaison Manager for Bexley College and my non-political career has included stints as a teacher, insurance broker in the City, director 
and lecturer. I married Marilyn (Smith) in 1975 and have two sons (Mark, 23, a graduate of UEA and Thomas, 20, an undergraduate at Oxford). 

John Perry (1967) writes… I went to Southampton University for a Maths BSc and then a Statistics MSc. I have lived in Kent and Wanstead since 
then and have now moved to Newport South Wales where I work for the Office for National Statistics. I also spend some time working for the Euro-
pean Union (Eurostat). This is not as dry as it sound as it involves technical consultancy throughout central and western Europe from the Baltics to the 
Balkans. I married a St Albans girl in 1970 and have 3 children, one now working back in London. 

David Bradbrook (1968) writes… I am based in Norwich with my wife Rosemary and 18 year old daughter Kate where we have lived for the last 12 
years. All of this time I've worked as General Manager - Sales and Marketing for Heatrae Sadia Heating. (Water heating and showers). Prior to this I 
worked for MK Electric initially in London, but subsequently based for 3 years in Singapore as Marketing Manager - South East Asia. After that we 
returned to the UK but I still travelled regularly supporting overseas operations and helping to set up new ventures - notably MK India. 

Martin Parrish (1968) writes… After BHCHS I took geology (never a school subject) at Reading. Finally passed but spent a couple of years working 
in a garage near home – saw a few BH faces calling in for petrol! I got out of that rut into another (better paid) in Libya as an oil rig geologist, and 
have stayed there through thick and thin with Waha Oil Co. Last few years of embargo were not easy, but relations are improving. I split my time off 
between my pad in Malta, my girl friend’s in Berlin, and my (parents’) home in Woodford. 

John Perkins (1968) writes… On leaving BHCHS I worked at a city stockbroker until the mid-seventies. I then drifted between self employment and 
contract jobs for a couple of years, during which time I played Old Bucks football (2nds) where I renewed contact with some old friends. I then moved 
to SW London, switched to rugby, and started a civil service career with the Dept. of Employment that took me from London to York via Chelmsford, 
Sheffield and Leeds. I left the Civil Service in 1993 and joined Humberside Training and Enterprise Council where I am Head of Economic Develop-
ment and Regeneration. I have recently been appointed Chief Executive of the Humber Forum, the public/private sector economic development part-
nership for the region. I seem to spend most of my time between Hull, Brussels and Leeds, with occasional visits to London. I married Pam, a 
Northallerton lass, in 1984, and we have two daughters, Laura 12 and Clare 9. We live in Barmby Moor, a pleasant village outside York on the edge of 
the Yorkshire Wolds, where I am both a Parish Councillor and school governor. I continue to be heavily involved with choral music. I sing tenor and 
direct the junior choir at our parish church, am events co-ordinator of the area committee for the Royal School of Church Music and have recently 
auditioned successfully for the Northern Cathedral Singers. I have made contact with many Old Bucks since ’surfing the net’ last March. I look for-
ward to continuing contact with renewed friendships as often as possible in the future – especially over a pint or two! E mail: 
jperkins@havenbeck.karoo.co.uk  Tel: 01759 302619 (mobile: 07879 652109) 
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Ron Smith(1968) writes.... I was one of the biker crowd in the 6th form and I remember roaring across the front drive to park the bike at the swim-
ming pool end of the school. Why Mr Colgate let us drive our bikes across the gravel forecourt I will never know - it was very enlightened of him. 
Unfortunately I do not think we responded well - where we parked was like an echo chamber and a 650 with little silencing was awesome. I do not 
remember us being banned from the school with our bikes, but I remember parking up on the triangle by Roding Lane so we could slope off at lunch-
time to the cafe at Buckhurst Hill station - they used to do a great bread pudding for 3d. How we ever passed our A-levels I will never know. There 
were also the distractions of the Wake’s Arms and the Mem Hall. I was studying for a career in research chemistry which I decided to follow by tak-
ing a sandwich course rather than going to full time university. I worked at BBA (Stratford) and went to Walthamstow Tech. Whilst this was very 
enjoyable the pay was appalling even for graduates with 5 years experience - this was the height of the so called ‘brain drain’ to the States primarily. 
With some pressure from my then fiancé  (Alison Fry from Loughton and Gowan Lea) I took a job as trainee programmer (whatever that was) pay-
ing lots of money in the City. Well I was at the same company for 28 years (National Mutual Life - Cheapside and latterly Hitchin, Herts.) and I 
early retired from there as their IT Manager in 1997. We moved up to Sheringham in 1997 when I ‘retired’. I still keep in touch with a number of Old 
Bucks - Jon Stinger, Bill Brett, Phil Gwinn, Malcolm Price and some others. I would like to know the whereabouts of Phillip Dixon (Barkingside) 
and Graham (Ginge) Brown (Epping) and Adrian Burrows (Theydon Bois) - none of whom I have heard of since the 60s. I would be pleased to hear 
from anyone. Email: ronsmith@4curtis.freeserve.co.uk 

Nigel Travis (1968) is Executive Vice President and President, Worldwide Retail Operations for Blockbuster Video based in Dallas, Texas.  Nigel 
writes...I have been with Blockbuster for 6 years and prior to that I was with Burger King where I made the transformation from HR to general man-
agement. In my early HR career I worked for Kraft, Esso, Massey Ferguson and Grand Met. In addition to my work with Blockbuster I am also on 
the board of Limelight in the UK and about to accept another board position here in Texas. I am married and Jan and I have 3 children from our pre-
vious marriages aged between 19 and 22. My own son lives and works in the UK but fortunately I get back to England 5 or 6 times a year. Outside of 
work I love all sports which is one of the benefits of being here in Texas where the range of spectator sports is extensive. However, I also enjoy par-
ticipating in jogging, golf, tennis, and water skiing. [Nigel also told me that he has remained a loyal Os supporter, and despite his globe trotting ca-
reer has managed to attend at least one home game for the past 43 years!] 

Richard Battersby (1969) writes… After leaving BHCHS, I studied Production Engineering at NELP, and became a Manufacturing Engineer at 
Roneo Vickers, implementing new products, Facilities and Systems until 1983. I then joined Chubb Guardall as Manufacturing Manager, being later 
absorbed into the Racal group. I joined Delta Design as Manufacturing Director, and since 1990 have been their Managing Director. On the way, I 
studied for a Management Diploma, and took a MSc in Occupational Behaviour. For a while, I was also teaching Industrial Psychology to DMS stu-
dents in my spare time. I have kept up my interest in stage lighting and sound, managing to produce at least one pantomime each year for my local 
school. Thank you to Pete Downey for all his  encouragement, Frank Spooner for teaching me dimmer skills with broom handles, and to the 
“Teahouse of the August Moon”, for lighting my fire in the first year. (How did they get that replica Jeep in there?) If you are likely to be in Epping, 
then send me an Email – we’ll have a pint! E mail: richardbattersby@saqnet.co.uk 

Jonathan Colling (1969) writes… In the four years after leaving school I failed to become a chartered surveyor, fortunately, and very nearly starved 
to death on the salary I was getting at Redbridge Council. In 1973 I married my Swiss girlfriend and, armed with A-level English and French, got a 
job with Lloyds Bank in Geneva. They were good enough to let me work in various departments and since they were the UNO bank I could work at 
the counter in the Palais des Nations. From there I moved to UBS in Geneva and Lucern then spent 10 years in a machine factory in Uzwil in eastern 
Switzerland. Since 1990 I have been working in Reichenburg in central Switzerland looking after their home for the aged with my wife Anne-Marie. 

Richard Dodson (1969) writes… Attended University College, London from 69-72 graduating with a first in Statistics. Then entered the advertising 
world as a media researcher with Foote, Cone and Belding, one of the world’s top ten. Worked my way up to the board of the UK company then left 
in ‘88 to become MD of a software company specialising in software for the media industry. I am Vice Chairman of the worldwide company Telmar 
Group Inc. based in London with responsibility for UK and Europe. Still play bridge regularly (sorry to see Bob Sears died) and have race horses and 
cricket as hobbies. Married to Barbara in ‘79 with son Lee (also BHCHS). Anyone wishing to contact me please e mail: dick@telmar.co.uk 

Tony Giddings (1969) writes… After leaving BHCHS I went on VSO to the Solomon Islands as a building supervisor – as I proved useless as a 
teacher or medical assistant! After a brilliant time in a terrific country I hitchhiked round Australia and visited Geoff Standing and Phil Gue. I took a 
BSc course in Building (yes, there is such a degree!) at Brixton School of Building (not recommended for meeting the opposite sex) and on graduat-
ing went overseas again to Muscat, Bahrain and finally Ghana on various building projects. On returning to the UK I worked on a couple of major 
City office schemes and then joined Argent – a property developer. I am now a director and the company is doing really well concentrating on urban 
regeneration with schemes such as Thames Valley Park, Brindley Place in Birmingham, Fosbury Square in Reading and the recently awarded rede-
velopment of Kings Cross. I am divorced but have 2 great children – recently met up with a number of old classmates and it’s been really good to see 
them again. Would like to make contact with Brian Sly and Steve White. 

John Habefield (1969) writes… After terrible 'A' results, joined the UK Civil Service. In 1980 started an OU Maths degree, and in 1982 went to 
Queen Mary College, London to take Computer Science as a mature student. Graduated in 1984 with a First. (Still plan to finish the OU maths de-
gree when I get the time - it was great fun!). Joined BP’s research centre, eventually leaving in '92 after heading up an Information Management unit. 
From 1992 to 1994 I was a consultant for a software company in Guildford. 1994-1997 I ran a Business Consultancy practice for Logica, and from 
1997 I have been Business Systems Director for Reed Exhibition Companies - part of Reed Elsevier. It’s a global business so I do a lot of travelling - 
US, Asia Japan. I read Chris Kay’s note about meeting in New York the week after I came back from the big apple - that’s a must for next time! 
Moved from Buckhurst Hill to Barnes in West London in 1981, and again in 1994 to Thames Ditton in Surrey. Wife Rachel and 3 children Jack, Vic-
toria and Jonathan. Glad to hear from anyone from '69. Email: john.haberfield@reedexpo.co.uk 

Peter Nicholls (1969) writes… Having completed my degree in 1972, I joined London Transport as a temporary measure due to not being able to 
find any other employment. Now I am about to retire from the same company (Sept 2000), some 28 years and an MBA later. Some temporary time-
span! I married in 1975 and my wife accepts me playing Bridge as ‘the other women’. Having been taught by Reg Sears (the very first BH Bridge 
team was Richard Dodson and Ken Castle, Alan Dodson and me), I have continued to play entering (and winning on occasions) most of the top na-
tional competitions. Many thanks to Reg, so sad to hear of his death. Along with what seems most of BH old boys I support Leyton Orient. I confess 
that my attendance is very limited but I hope to remedy that after retirement. Sorry to miss the annual dinner this year but I shall be in Texas for my 
50th birthday celebrations. Still hope to attend my first annual dinner in 2001. I am not on the internet at present, but anyone wishing to get in touch 
can contact me via Graham – hope he won’t mind letting you have my address/telephone number. [no problem – ed] 

Martin Westbrook (1969) writes... I am a Solicitor, now practising (and living) in East London, dealing with conveyancing (residential and com-
mercial), probate and wills. I am married to Helen (a former midwife) with four children (aged 2-7 at time of writing, so we’re both exhausted). After 
BHCHS I did a law degree at Oxford (Hertford College) and have practised as a Solicitor in and around London since qualifying in 1975. 
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Chris Justice (1970) writes… After leaving BHCHS I obtained my doctorate in Geography from Reading and went to the US as a post-doc at NASA’s 
Goddard Space Flight Center. I’m currently a Professor at the Dept of Environmental Sciences, University of Virginia and continue to work on 
NASA’s Earth Observation Satellite Programs. I remain in contact with Mick Flood and occasionally with Mick Caplin. I sometimes think about the 
various teachers I had and wonder what happened to the friends and students from my year that weathered the character-building experience of gram-
mar school. 

Roger Patient (1970) writes… I moved to Nottingham University from King’s College London in November 1999. I am Professor of Genetics, having 
been Professor of Molecular Genetics at King’s. I came here to enhance the genetic flavour of my research, which is into the formation of the blood 
and cardiovascular systems during embryonic development. Our work is funded by the Medical Research Council, the British Heart Foundation and 
the Wellcome Trust, as well as an international collaborative grant from the Human Frontiers of Science Program. We are very happy here. Maggie 
and I have just moved into a new house in Radcliffe-on-Trent and we’ve joined Cotgrave Place Golf Club - pleasantly short on snobbery! 

Les Wilson (1970) writes… My A level exams coincided with a bad case of flu (and the Mexico World Cup, with England games on after midnight). 
Consequently my grades weren’t good enough to take up my university offers. However, HAC did his stuff and persuaded Loughborough that I was 
capable of better and they accepted me on their Chemistry programme. I soon discovered that chemistry at university was not as much fun as chemistry 
with John Lakeman, and after two years I took up a job offer with the Rank Organisation and didn’t sit my finals. I drifted into IT and am now working 
in Bradford as a consultant at Yorkshire Water. I finally decided I should get qualified and I now have an MSc in ‘Teleworking’. On the domestic 
front, my first marriage ended in divorce and my second marriage ended in 1992 when my wife died of cancer. I have since remarried to Sarah, and am 
now the doting father of a beautiful 2 year old daughter Abigail. Claims to fame at BHCHS? Only two leap to mind. When I started in 1963, first year 
pupils had to wear short trousers. At the time I was nearly 6 foot tall (I’m no taller now, just a bit wider) and you can imagine how I looked. After the 
first term I announced to my parents that I would not be going back unless I could wear long trousers. They bought me a pair of long grey flannels and 
furnished me with a teacher’s note. My form teacher, Mr ‘Niff’ North, accepted the note but said he was sure I would be hearing from the Head 
(Spud). I never did, and over the next few weeks other first formers started to wear long trousers. The rule was dropped for the following year’s intake. 
Secondly, it was I who was partly responsible for Mr Hargreaves receiving the nickname “d’habitude”. This started when he attempted to give us a 
French dictation. The first word was “d’habitude” and that was about as far as he got due to constant interruptions by each and every member of the 
class. Before the next French lesson, I was in front of the class doing an impression of him, “je m’appelle M. D’habitude”. He caught me and gave me 
a staggering 1000 lines – but the name stuck.  

Malcolm Glass (1971) writes… After BHCHS, a very enjoyable few years in Portsmouth getting a degree then back to Essex where I eventually be-
came a Chartered Surveyor, initially in Romford then Chelmsford where I have been for some 17 years with Countrywide Surveyors enjoying the 
boom and bust and boom again of the domestic property market. Married the girl I used to bunk off school for, climbing out of the dining hall window 
to the scooter park outside on many an occasion. Sounds sweet doesn’t it but, unusually for now, still together and with two sons achieving considera-
bly better academic results than I did. I don’t think this was any reflection on BHCHS but more to do with a Lambretta 150 and someone to visit! No 
fantastic achievements to stun the Old Boys with just an ordinary Jo Shmo but with lots of fond memories of the Old School which are being rapidly 
rekindled by the web site. Well done to Nick McEwen. I can be contacted on e mail at malcolmglass@hotmail.com 

Mick Lovelock (1971) writes… Left BHCHS to join the Stock Exchange. Then spent 14 years in the water industry before moving into Local Govern-
ment in 1989 to fight the Poll Tax wars! Am now Project Manager for new IT systems and in-house software development. The only old boys I am in 
regular contact with are my twin brother Peter and my older brother Bill (left 1969). 

Duncan Wheatley (1971) writes… From BHCHS I went on to Loughborough University to study Ergonomics. Joined British Steel in 1975, and even 
before my first pay check arrived, I met my soon to be wife, Annie. Spent the next four years helping British Steel lose £5m a day, and having a great 
time into the bargain. The lights went out in 1979, and moved onwards and upwards, well north anyway, to Pilkington Brothers in St Helens. Despite 
the culture shock, we managed to stay for five years. The highlight was the arrival of Tom and Robert, the boys. Sorry boys for the Merseyside birth-
place. Moved back to Loughborough and managed two years working at a University based consultancy before starting my own business. Loughbor-
ough seems to have been a home from home, staying there another 12 years, our record in one house. The business was in the financial markets in Lon-
don, so why might you ask were we in Loughborough? No real answer to this one, except a nice place to bring up the boys, and it has a good grammar 
school! Eventually came in from the cold business-wise and joined a US fund management company based in London as their operations director.  
This took me to the New York - with the fabulous title of Director of Global Operations. Managed to pack in some of the highest and lowest spots of a 
lifetime - dwelling only on the high spots; snowboarding in Vermont with the boys, and cruising the Californian coastline in a convertible (very 
tacky!). Now back in Buckhurst Hill, a stone’s throw from the School. Back to consultancy in London until the next roller coaster ride comes along. 
Memories of BHCHS are generally fond, although I think a Saturday morning detention for not wearing a cap on the way to school is a tad unreason-
able, and why was the pool so damned cold? I won’t mention the cross-country! Lesson-wise I think the best times were Harry Samways teaching us 
ancient Greek in the sixth form. A real gentleman and a delightful man. My e mail address: DuncanWheatley@aol.com 

David Brown (1972) writes… I was somewhat surprised, on reading the May 2000 issue, to see myself with Richard James and Paul Webber in the 
school photo between Phil Hughes and Graham Kings on page 2! Like many others in my year, I became an accountant and have been in partnership 
for 14 years, now with Grant Thornton in London. I live in Bishops Stortford, Herts and have 3 teenage children all of whom are sensible enough to 
not want to follow my career path. Spare time is spent mostly on the golf course. Have no particular claims to fame other than having a father, Vic, 
who is also an old boy, and who left in 1943. 

Roger Pfister (1972) writes ...... I remember back around 1969-70 sitting at the table outside the Headmaster’s study madly pressing keys, hand 
punching computer cards. Thirty years on I find I am still doing the same thing. That is, trying to get some stupid computer to do what I want and not 
what it wants. After a typical walk through the technical jobs of the computer industry including two redundancies I now am half of a two man outfit 
developing email software for small business. Well, we all hanker after being the next Bill Gates. :) Married, no children. 

Andy Barton (1973) writes… After leaving BHCHS I graduated from Lancaster University before qualifying as a Chartered Accountant. I am cur-
rently working for PriceWaterhouse Coopers in internal audit consultancy. 

Noel Greenwood (1973) writes… After BHCHS I started a Business Studies degree at Hatfield Polytechnic (with Steve Sussman), but quit after 2 
terms and spent the next year in Canada. Back to the UK in 1974 and worked for the next 11 years for my father’s point-of-sale company. In 1986 I set 
up my own business now called GWD Ltd in Harlow, Essex, today employing 25 people designing and producing gift and confectionery packaging 
and point of sale material for retail. Married a Canadian girl in 1976, have 2 children 14 & 12, living in Rickling Green near Saffron Walden. I play 
tennis every week, golf occasionally, and take my son to White Hart Lane 3 or 4 times a season 
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Robert Hunter (1973) writes… I recall joking in the 6th form that if Plan A didn’t work out (to read Mechanical Engineering with sponsorship from a 
motor manufacturer) then it would have to be Plan B (banking in the City). In the event Plan B was followed and this was probably the right decision 
given the steady decline in motor manufacturing. University ended up being postponed for another twentysomething years, but now I have a Masters 
degree, which will probably come as a surprise to the teachers who may remember me. 15 years in Merchant Banking was followed by working for a 
number of insurance companies and a building society and then four years ago I set up my own company of independent financial advisers. I married 
my teenage sweetheart (ex WCHS) but sadly our rapidly changing careers meant this was not to be enduring and we have each re-married. I now live 
happily in Hampshire since marrying Anthea (a teacher) in 1985. We don’t have children but a variety of other interests including travel and renovat-
ing our old house. I wonder what happened to some of the staff at BH such as John Lakeman, Mr Myers, Miss Eve Kraus and a young lady French 
teacher whom I can remember asking to join us at the pub one lunchtime (she refused!) I particularly remember exploits that involved putting various 
aspects of chemistry theory to the test. If Adrian Ayley, Kevin Blogg, Robert Wilson, Nigel Salter or Peter Bennetts are reading this then do get in 
touch. Another name I recall is Charles Wilkins with whom I had attended primary school. Anyone who remembers me is welcome to get in touch. E 
mail: hdfml@btinternet.com  

Ian Cuthbert (1974) has been a professional martial arts instructor since 1983. He has successfully coached both individuals and teams at the top in-
ternational level including World, European and National Champions. On a personal level Ian reached 5th Dan in 1996 and specialises in Wado ryu 
style, but also teaches other styles. 

Adrian Doble (1974) writes… 1974 was grim for Britain, which was sailing down the tubes and not even realising it. But an inflationary 25% rise in 
my first year at Barclays Bank made life pretty bearable. It took another 5 years before Thatcherism started to dismantle the myths of John Hoskins’ 
L6th Economics. One A level was quite an achievement in the school’s worst academic year on record (Economics!) Tommy Leek had followed the 
wrong syllabus so whilst we were expert in glaciation we knew precious little about what was actually set for the Geography paper. Football was, in 
the early 70s, “the reason for being” at BHCHS and Ted Moore leaving was probably the single reason why the school never produced a top pro in my 
time – he was a first class PE Instructor. 26 years on I have a very young family and advise troubled businesses. I still play football – and in the same 
style that preceded me at BHCHS. Any old mates out there can contact me through the editor or email adrian@highlaver.freeserve.co.uk 

Mark Drogman (1974) writes… After school I went straight into the print industry where I remain today. I’m married (20 years) and have one daugh-
ter. I enjoyed my time at BHCHS with the one exception of having to wear that stupid cap in the first year or face detention. I regret not paying more 
attention at school, particularly in German and French, but then, as today, at 14 you already know everything. Mind you if I could have my time again I 
think I would still hate music, geography and history. Finally I feel it was a great shame that such a fine school had to close. 

Malcolm Pond (1974) writes   After leaving school I drifted into contact with a bad crowd and have been working in the law ever since. I completed 
25 years of Personal Injury litigation in August 1999. All with a City – now national – firm. Married for 19 years to Diane (only the Krays have served 
longer sentences) with two children (Lauren 16, and Mark 9). In November 1993 took, and passed, the only exam I ever took voluntarily, and duly 
qualified as a football referee. I am now a Class I, officiating on the Essex Senior League. I see a couple of OBs at Arsenal, now and again. Those who 
wondered how long I would keep going to AFC may like to know that I haven’t stopped : home, away, Europe – I never miss. Proudest moment? 26th 
May 1989 – look it up! I am one of Mike Gapes’ constituents, but hope not to be after the next General Election. Saw HAC (but he didn’t see me) at 
Kings Cross Station, looking as fed up as me following the Littlewoods Cup Final in 1988. 

Andrew Vicary (1974) writes… Following a year at Nottingham University not studying sociology I moved to London and in the summer of 1976 
obtained a place at Toynbee Hall where I was a resident for two years, securing employment at the head office of the National Association for Teach-
ers in Further and Higher Education. I moved to Wapping where I spend an informative six years studying sociology, anthropology and criminology. I 
was forced to give up my job in 1989 and now live quietly but happily with my ageing parents listening to music, going for walks and playing Scrab-
ble. 

Martin Humberstone (1975) writes   26 years ago! Where do you start?! Graduated 1979 from Kent University in Industrial Relations. Maggie T’s 
election victory that year made the degree redundant. I embarked on a career in recruitment consultancy, most recently as managing director of Hays 
Richard Owen, a legal agency. By the time this goes to press, will have launched my own consultancy (“Martin h”) specialising in company secretaries 
and newly qualified lawyers. Got nothing to lose except my house, assets, sense of purpose (etc), but hell, it’s only money. Getting remarried next year 
to Emma-Jane who, due to her youth, I’m currently educating on 1970s music – Roxy/Bolan/Bowie. In return, she’s translating the Eninem album for 
me. Two brilliant boys – Max (10) - sadly, a Chelsea supporter and Ben (6), who supports whoever’s winning. Still in regular contact with Mark 
Forrest and my younger brother Laurence. I surprising recognised a lot of names in the May 2000 OBN. Didn’t Martin Koch do well! Best wishes to 
you all. Email: martinhumberstone@hotmail.com 

Keith Pond (1975) writes   After BHCHS I went to Bradford University to read Business Studies (Thanks Tony Cunningham). Midland Bank picked 
me up from there and I spent 13 years with them in six different postings. In 1989 I completed an MPhil at Loughborough University (whilst still 
working), which was just as well, since it helped me get a job back at Loughborough when the Midland and I parted company in 1991. Since then I 
have been a lecturer in Banking and Economics at Loughborough Business School and now run the Banking and Finance degree. Although I have been 
busy I have also found time to marry (Christine in 1981) and raise four children. I would be particularly interested in contacting anybody who remem-
bers that two week cruise to the Eastern Med aboard the SS Nevassa in 1972. The party was led by Tom Leek and "Duffy" Clayton. 

Peter Allmark (1976) writes… I was the boy who cut the telephone wire. My mum still has the letter (she was so proud). I was always top of the 
class, alphabetically at least. Who, I wonder, was the friend of mine who paid the best version of “Stairway to Heaven” and was my closest rival in hair 
length? Although I can’t say I look back on BHCHS with unalloyed joy I do remember my class mates with some affection. My brief history: Lough-
ton College for A Levels followed by a degree in philosophy at Sussex then 18 months unemployment. Went to do nurse training at Oxford (a strange 
choice for someone lazy and squeamish) where I eventually found wife and contentment (having spent too long in the 80s listening to the Smiths). 
Now living in Sheffield where I teach nurses. One son Tom aged 5 and one PhD on the way (hopefully). I can’t make the reunion meal because I don’t 
know what a lounge suit is, although I like the sound of it; strikes up images of Bryan Ferry, dry martinis and Sobrani cocktails (the latter of which 
Philip White used to bring in and we’d smoke behind the sheds – posh eh?). Hope it goes well, however. 

Edward Barnes (1976) writes… After leaving BHCHS, I took a buffer year, then studied Geology at Chelsea College, London, emerging with a 2i in 
1980. Turning down the chance of research, I found myself caught in a recession, where the only opportunities seemed to be under dangerous condi-
tions overseas. (a couple of my close friends from college were killed in tragic circumstances in remote parts). After a few years, I decided that the 
Geology market was flat and retrained in computers, finding my way into the Stock Exchange in the run-up to "Big Bang" (1986). It was the start of a 
long association with the Exchange and, through diversification, its member firms and institutions. I now run a small company specialising in business 
analysis and consultancy in the investment management sector. Memories of BHCHS? I really do appreciate the start in life the school gave me - not 
just the academic side, but the decency with which Hugh Colgate ran his staff, and the integrity of the staff themselves. In science, Physics especially, 
we were encouraged to be open-minded and question the accepted wisdom - which led to some interesting debates at college! 
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Stephen Philcox (1976) writes… I was one of four St. Augustines boys joining. I had a great time, especially in the later years when the teachers gave 
us a bit more respect. I played for the 1st XI soccer in the Essex Cup win against St Bonaventures and it was great to be the only team to bring some 
‘silverware’ back to the school in all the years I was there (please note Kaye, Eustace, Patient et al!) I also played for Essex schools in the lower and 
upper sixth going to Skegness for the English Schools Soccer Festival. Martin Slade went the first year. We missed Hoddle and Curbishley by one year 
when Pete Eustace went. I went to Warwick to do mathematical engineering and have since been a computer consultant at many ‘blue chip’ compa-
nies. It was great to see Martyn Heather on TV as a soccer scout for Wimbledon. I would like to know what happened to Chris Loy and Ted Moore. I 
bumped into Martin Koch about 11 years ago at Miss Saigon where he was musical director. I am married with a 10 year old son. 

Mick Simpson (1976) writes… I joined the Army in ‘76 after leaving school and although I only intended to stay for 3 years I am still in it. I am cur-
rently a Major in the RLC and just about to attend a full time MSc course in Logistics at Cranfield (to any that can remember my academic prowess at 
school that will be a shock). I am married and have a house in Andover. My main hobby is flying, having gained my licence in Zimbabwe. People who 
I recall that I would like to get in touch with are Gareth Williams, Cliff Oliver, Andrew Rumsey, Steven Chaplin and Derek Colley. 

Russ Smith (1976) writes... After one disappointing year in the sixth form, I ducked out of the education system and joined the fine, upstanding City 
world of reinsurance. Big mistake. One I managed to make last for a mind-numbing 13 years. Stayed sane by messing about with old cars at every 
opportunity. This led to editing a couple of car club newsletters after word got out that I was good at Scrabble, therefore in others’ eyes must be good 
at spelling. Turning point came when I became friends with Angus Fraser (then of Custom Car, now Top Gear) after criticising him for writing ill-
researched rubbish about Morris Minors. Over a pizza in the West End, he convinced me to change careers at age 30 (“writing’s a doddle”) and taught 
me all I needed to know to bluff my way into motoring journalism. It worked. Within months I was Features Editor on Street Machine magazine and 
would never have to wear a pinstripe Next suit and paisley tie again. Less than a year later, in the wake of two takeovers and a move to Peterborough 
to join the mighty Emap empire, I became the magazine’s editor. Did that for four years, then moved across to the gentler world of Popular Classics, 
just to prove I could, really. In 1996 that title was merged with Practical Classics to form what is now Britain’s best-selling classic car magazine. I’ve 
been Deputy Editor of PC ever since, and have also developed my photographic skills to ensure that I am first choice for any overseas trips the  
magazine makes. In 1985 (on the day of the Live Aid concert, which helps with remembering 
anniversaries) I married Faith and we now have two daughters: Jennifer (7) and Harriet (1). Two 
Old Bucks got supporting roles as ushers at the wedding: Steve Aldridge and David Ward. I’m 
sort of still in touch with the former and by now may have got back in touch with the latter, as OB 
News has revealed where he is hiding. We live in Bourne, Lincs — where BRM and ERA racing 
cars were built — in a Victorian house which is too big, but we love too much. Have a fleet of 
five old cars, as many as four of which are generally roadworthy. One of these I built myself over 
a five-year period — a hot rod based on a 1930 Ford Coupe. For the uninitiated, I’d say it looks 
like John-boy Walton’s and goes like Johnny Herbert’s. That is to say, it comes out every other 
weekend in the summer, is loud and fast, and doesn’t always complete its journey without prob-
lems. Somehow I also find time to mess with a 12-string guitar, inspired many years ago by local 
band Rockinghorse, whose songs I still play. Anyone remember them — Pete and Micky — per-
forming in many pubs in the Loughton/Buckhurst Hill/Chigwell area? Really enjoy the website 
and am happy to hear from any other Old Bucks. E-mail me at russ.smith@ecm.emap.com 

Robert Wright (1976) writes… After leaving BHCHS I worked for BR as a Bridge Engineer and studied for an HNC in Civil Engineering. I was for-
tunate to win a scholarship to visit Canada where I spent a month with the British Columbia Railway. In 1989 I left BR to join John Martin Construc-
tion as a Site Manager and now work for May Gurney Construction as a Planner and Bid Manager and am involved with tenders for major contracts. I 
married Juliet Crafter (LCHS) in 1982 and have 2 sons – Nick (14) and James (11). I have maintained my links with railways by acting as a Bridge 
Engineer to several preserved railways. My other interests are mountain biking (Norfolk is not all flat!) and archery using traditional longbow. I would 
like to hear from any of my contemporaries, especially Mike Simpson and Robert Winwood. Email: robertwright@cwcom.net 

Andrew Buggey (1977) writes… After leaving BHCHS I spent 3½ years working for an aviation insurance underwriter at Lloyd’s before joining the 
Metropolitan Police for the next 6½ years. I served at local stations (Barkingside, Woodford, Loughton) until I moved, on promotion, to the East End 
where I have worked ever since in a variety of operational and administrative roles at Limehouse, Bow, the Isle of Dogs and currently Bethnal Green. 
Married 1981 (briefly), divorced, remarried 1985. Having lived in such far-flung outposts as Loughton and Epping I am now back living where I 
started, in Woodford, with wife Jane, football-mad 8 year old son Nicholas (who has re-kindled my own enthusiasm for West Ham Utd), dog and cat. 
Ever since my time at BHCHS I have been singing with various local choirs and operatic societies, including 4 years at Chingford Parish Church under 
choir master John Rippin and then Michael Emerson (also ex-BHCHS). I’m still heavily involved with Loughton Operatic Society which I joined in 
1976, although these days more in organisation and administration than actually performing. Are there any other Old Bucks who have been members 
of LOS in the past (other than those with the surnames of Astley, Catmur and Woollard!) I’ve lost touch with all my contemporaries from school, al-
though I often see Jeremy Dibble’s name in various musical publications and Stephen Murray’s in the local paper concerning council matters. It would 
be good to hear from any of you out there: I can be contacted on 020 8505 4497. 

Neil Dellar (1977) writes… Not content with becoming a solicitor in England I then decided to go and do it all over again in America. First in New 
York and then in Washington DC. I married a wonderful lady, Wendy, and we have one son Tristan. 

Stephen Parker (1977) went to the University of East Anglia obtaining a 1st class honours degree in Chemistry “enough to cause John Lakeman to 
faint”. He then obtained a D.Phil in Biochemistry from Oxford University. He was employed initially by Unilever in a business development role and 
then became a consultant with PA Consulting specialising in pharmaceuticals and healthcare. In 1994 he became a corporate finance specialist in the 
healthcare sector, initially with ING Barings and then with UBS Warburg. Currently he is head of healthcare investment banking at Apax Partners. 
Stephen also obtained an MBA from City University Business School in 1989. Stephen is married and has two children aged 6 and 4. 

Peter Rolfe (1977) writes… After A levels I wasn’t sure what career to follow. The careers officer had just received a job notice from a building firm 
in Woodford who wanted to train a Quantity Surveyor. He suggested I tried it, so I did. After 4 months I was signing on at the local dole queue along 
with all the other staff as the company went into receivership. But this didn’t deter me, and after a lot of letter writing I managed to get a job with Co-
stains, where I stayed for 9 years. I carried on day release and passed my RICS exams. I now work for a building company in Gatwick and I also have 
my own small building firm. I moved down to Kent 15 years ago for the peace and quiet. I’ve two real ale pubs within 500 yards of my front gate – 
what more could anyone want? E mail: peterolfe@aol.com 



Page 22 Old Buckwellians News, November 2000 
Brian Routledge (1977) writes… After BHCHS I went to UMIST to study biochemistry. I returned to London in 1980 to work in the British Patent 
Office. In 1990 I moved to the European Patent Office in Germany. In 1997 I moved to the branch of the EPO in The Hague where I am presently 
working. In 1980 I married Sue, a LHS girl and we have 3 boys, one with special needs. I remained in contact with other members of the school Chris-
tian Union – Tim Morris, Colin Reed and Martin Manley but with the moving from Germany to Holland the contact has slipped. Whilst at BHCHS I 
was involved with the 1st XI soccer, being a member of the Pratt Cup winning side. I appeared in a number of school plays (Rosencrantz & Guilden-
stern, The Long the Short and the Tall, and the Merchant of Venice). We still have a house in the Ilford area where the family are presently based but 
we hope to all be together in Holland soon. E mail broutledge@epo.org or 100574.2043@compuserve.com 

Toby Braddick (1978) writes… I am married to Anne and we have two children, Ellen (13) and Jonathan (10). We live near Bishops Stortford. After 
BHCHS I tried college but realised pretty quickly that I didn’t like the course I had chosen, so I joined NatWest and had a good year getting used to the 
idea of working (Sixth form consisted largely of playing cards with Mike Moran, John Asher, Mike Gomm and Phil Russell amongst others). I then 
moved to Bank of America for five years before joining Swiss Bank Corporation in 1986. Having survived several mergers and the associated redun-
dancies, I am now head of Reconciliations at UBS, generally enjoying the role. I suspect that I am one of a Wunch of ex BHCHS bankers (Wunch be-
ing the collective noun for Bankers). I played football for the Old Bucks for several years but a serious back injury ended my playing days. I still have 
fond memories of Ken Hunter, Trevor Lebentz, Dave Collins and many more. Hobbies today include; knocking the latest dent out of my wife’s car 
(Hollywood stunt drivers have got nothing on her), part time taxi service for the kids’ social activities, listening to music and participating in church 
life at St. James’s, Thorley. Special memories of BHCHS include Mr Franklin’s sex education lesson - “The safest method of contraception is absti-
nence”. I still remember it when I’m out shopping with the kids, but it’s too late now! One lunchtime, a member of our class thought it would be fun to 
cut through the telephone line outside the German room - he hadn’t allowed for the fact that Mr Marsh would be on the 'phone at the time. Highlights 
of my life so far would have to include getting married and the birth of the children, but seeing Leyton Orient at Wembley last year was fantastic (I 
wonder how many Old Bucks were there as I remember lots of us used to take the Central Line to Leyton in the 70’s). I spent two years trying to get 
Jonathan to understand the delights of the Orient, but even after Wembley he has chosen Liverpool as his team. Having met my parental obligations 
and sat on the Kop, I’d choose the Westside any day. Best wishes to all the Old Bucks I know - it’s good to hear what you are up to. 

Graham Finbow (1978) writes… After leaving school I joined Gould Instruments in Hainault and in 1988 went to work in California until 1990 when 
the division was sold to the Japanese. During this time I studied Electrical/Electronic Engineering and later Management at North East London Poly. I 
left Gould in 1990 and went into a start-up venture in the telecoms industry. Never quite started up so I joined Tellabs in 1993 as a UK Sales Manager. 
In 1996 I left the UK to establish a regional office in the rainbow nation of South Africa where I have lived ever since. Married Jenny in 1989. We 
have two children, Max (8) and Freya (5). We spend most of our free time discovering the remoter parts of Southern Africa in our 4x4. 

Shaun Humphreys (1978) writes… Greetings from the ‘land of my fathers’ or in my case my mothers. Like most of my immediate friends I ballsed 
up my A levels and subsequently retook them at Chelmsford College of Further Education. I then studied medicine at the Welsh National School of 
Medicine in Cardiff 1979-84. After qualifying I worked in various hospitals around the principality during which time I fell in love with the country, 
the language and one or two local maidens but not necessarily in that order. I am currently a GP in Aberystwyth where I live with my children Elein 
and Emyr. I still keep in regular contact with Arnold (Verrall), John (Miller), Simon (Leefe), Rich (King), Graham (Finbow) and Rick (Palmer). 

Tony O’Reilly (1978) writes… I found that the calling of financial reward in the City was far stronger than the fun of uni – something I have always 
regretted! After a short programming course I joined Nat West in their IT department, spending the next 10 years learning my trade. Then I moved to 
Kent, where I joined the Woolwich, again in IT. I am still there! I married Shirley in 1988 and now have 3 great daughters (8, 6 and 2). I’d love to hear 
from my class mates. Email: tjoreilly@hotmail.com 

Mark Parratt (1978) writes… I’m a detective in the Met Police which I joined in 1979. Married with two daughters aged 7 and 4. 

Michael Stephenson (1978) writes… I went to Aston University ostensibly to study Computer Science. Left after two years and became a computer 
engineer – travelled the world installing, upgrading and fixing mainframes for most of the 80s. Moved to Philadelphia in ‘92 and worked in Silicon 
Valley for a while. Returned to UK in ‘94. Did an MBO of a management and IT consulting company (bad idea!) Joined Lotus/IBM in ‘96 and have 
worked in IBM for the past 5 years, mainly in knowledge management. Married for 16 years – two boys 15 and 10, still follow West Ham, although 
living in Berkshire, only go to half a dozen games a year. Only contact with other Old Bucks is Paul Morris, who I see on a ‘regular’ basis once every 
3 years! Currently half way through an OU Psychology Diploma. Love to hear from any of the ‘78ers. E mail: michael_stephenson@uk.ibm.com 

Roland Birch (1979) writes… I went to work on leaving school at Commercial Union Assurance doing Marine Insurance claims. I was there for 17 
years before joining Equitas as a Senior Claim Handler in 1996 dealing with the pre ‘93 Lloyd’s of London Marine and Energy Claims. I played foot-
ball for the Old Bucks for a number of years but have now hung up the boots, concentrating on golf instead. I got married to Debbie in 1985 and have 
two girls, Rebekah aged 7 and Katherine who is 5. 

Nick Heath (1979) writes...A two year postgraduate course in Land Management at Reading University followed my geography degree from Exeter 
after leaving BHCHS. This has led me to a career in shopping centre development and letting, with my current projects being in central Manchester 
and Bristol. I married Rachel in 1991 and we have settled in rural Herts with 2 young boys who keep us very busy. Along the way we have travelled to 
the Far East, Australia and various other places, and enjoy walking and skiing. We keep in regular touch with other ‘79 leavers Julian Bazley, Richard 
Hewitt, Andrew Pocock and Robert Stubbs. 

Nigel Mason (1979) writes… Having done the minimum amount of work required, I left BHCHS with a clutch of rather poor O and A levels. I 
scraped a place reading law at Kingston Poly. Applying the same work ethic, I was referred in my first year and only just passed my second. In the fi-
nal year I accidentally stumbled across the lecture block and ended up graduating with a 2:1. I am now a partner in a firm of solicitors in London (120 
people in total, which is small by London standards) and I fill my day acquiring and developing commercial and retail properties. I live in Stock, Essex 
with my wife and three children (11, 10 and 8) and I have just finished a six year term as churchwarden of the medieval village church. The loves of 
my life are my wife, skiing and an old SL. My impressions of BHCHS? fond memories of HAC who genuinely had the best interests of his pupils at 
heart (and who wanted me to be a teacher), gratitude to those teachers who gave up their time for extra-curricular activities which helped to make 
school bearable and amazement at how the British education system comprehensively fails to equip you for life.  

Jeff Salter (1979) writes… I went to University of Kent (BA Hons French and Theology) and teacher training at Roehampton. Since then, I have been 
a teacher, youth worker and officer, run summer schools, lived in Israel and, since 1997, I have been a tutor at YMCA George Williams College in 
Canning Town (nice job for a Jewish boy!) teaching on BA (Hons) in Informal and Community Education. Married since 1990 to Miranda, two kids, 
Emma (5) and Daniel (3). Still in possession of some hair, teeth and waistline, although the battle is being lost on all fronts. Still in touch with Nigel 
Mason and Phil Cox, and saw a bit of Adrian Sutton, David Long, Nick Heath and some others up to the mid 80s, but no more. This sucker for nostal-
gia would be delighted to hear from those who valued the days at BHCHS from 72 – 79 as much as I did. Email: jeffsalter127@hotmail.com 



 Page 23 Old Buckwellians News, November 2000  
Tim Bentham (1980) writes… After the Buckhurst Hill experience I went to Trent Poly to do a BSc in Production Engineering and meet my wife Jo. 
After Nottingham we moved to Wolverhampton where I worked for British Steel and discovered live football. In 1993 we moved out into the Shrop-
shire countryside and I went to work as an IT consultant. We have 2 young children with a third due in September. Despite John Rippin’s efforts to get 
me to play the double bass I now play guitar and sing in a church music group. I’m a trustee of a couple of charities and play football despite being last 
at all sport at school. I have a set of pictures taken on the last day of our year and the Loughton girls. Please send cash or I’ll send them to your wives. 

Paul Bonning (1980) writes….Left BHCHS, went to Loughborough Univ. and left with BSc. In Management Sciences. Sponsoring company (IMI) 
sent me to California for 8 months (bummer!), then went to Birmingham UK not US, so left there after 3 months and joined Dixons as Market Re-
search Manger in London. Then moved to Comet, Kingfisher as Marketing Manager for a few years. Then bored with the restrictions and political crap 
of large companies started my own! I set up in 1991 and have never looked back growing the business every year. Why not look at our web site 
www.geochron.co.uk - plug, plug!! Our main product is the Geochron World Clock, well worth a look, but we sell all sorts of other products from 
globes to desk accessories, and have a corporate promotions division. Automatic 10% discount to any old Buckwellians. Currently living in North-
wood, Middx. married with one child and another on the way. 

Steve Gunn (1980) writes… I chose not to stay into the 6th form as I had been accepted for an apprenticeship in electronics with BT – I couldn’t resist 
the attraction of being paid to continue my education! I moved into BT’s fledgling PC division where I stayed until 1987. Since then I have worked for 
two different software houses, providing front office software to investment banks. I guess my Computer Studies lessons with Messrs Drury and Bar-
ber were of some benefit here. I married Ann in 1987. As well as a great wife, I gained two step children, though they are more like friends than chil-
dren, being only 8 and 10 years younger than me, and two grandchildren (not bad for someone in his 30s!). We moved to High Wycombe in 1991 due 
to a job relocation, and have remained there ever since. I regret I lost touch with my school mates very shortly after leaving school, and am hoping to 
get reacquainted with a few through this newsletter or the web site. If anyone fancies getting in touch, email me on steve@fishyweb.madasafish.com 

Colin Muckley (1980) writes… I seem to have covered nearly everything jobwise ranging from groundsman to roofing and buying exotic fruit to sell-
ing futures on the commodity markets. Had 2 great spells playing football for Old Bucks before moving to Portsmouth, where I ended up living in a 
pub (those who remember me will appreciate just how pleased I was with this arrangement). Very happily married to a 6 foot blond – Bob Barr can 
verify this. We are expecting our second child in December to go with our year old son Finn. I have two other children, Rose (10) and Conor (5). 

Tony McMahon (1981) writes… I’m working for The Money Channel - Adam Faith’s new digital TV channel shown on Sky which gives all the lat-
est business news. I’m a producer and was at the BBC for five years before leaving in October 1999. I still see Mike Bartlett, Warren Goldstein and 
Chris Blakeley. Chris is a hospital consultant, Warren runs a herb stall in Soho with his wife and Mike works for the Foreign Office. I ran in to Ray 
Shoulder a while back and he now lives in Brasilia (that’s Brazil!) 

Steven Johnson (1982) writes...I enjoyed my time at BHCHS – possibly too much, indeed it culminated in my failing all my O Levels. I chose to stay 
on and become part of the first intake of the Buckhurst Hill and Loughton 6th form centre. I’m glad to say I eventually left with 6 O Levels, and later 
still I passed two A Levels. I fell into an accountancy job and continued studying – passing the Certified Accountancy exams in 1989 and an MBA in 
1992. I married an ex-Loughtonian – Laura Stevenson – in 1986 and we have two girls. We live in Cuffley, Herts. I’d love to hear from other old boys. 
My email address is s.johnson@dial.pipex.com. I am now Finance Director for Brook Street, the recruitment company and I am based in St Albans. 

Andy Goodwin (1983) writes...Well BHCHS lives on! Never really thought about the old school for ages. So what have I done since school? The bor-
ing bits – went to Loughborough in '83 and did Accountancy - why did I listen to my career teacher? Joined a software company in '87, then in '89 
joined British Airways for the cheap flights - so have seen the world, but haven't yet taken that career break. I'm currently (July 2000) working in Man-
hattan and god is it hot and sweaty! Married to a wonderful crazy woman Chi Chi - suits me fine! Old boys I still see are Nigel Wilson, Bill O'Reilly, 
Paul Simmons and Alex Griffiths - they're all married with kids - happily I think! We all started at the end of the hot summer of '76 - I'm the only one 
left with the 70's hair. I also see Dave Hume who went to the 6th form with Loughton girls, yes girls at last! and Bill lives on the site of the 6th form 
college-he could never bear leaving school. So where's the rest of X class who started in '76 ? Email andrew.r.goodwin@britishairways.com 

Robert Gough (1983) writes… I went to Loughton College to do an A level package as part of a media studies course. After good results, I decided to 
take a year off, before going to university. I am still on that year off! I was desperate to get into television, and managed to get work at Thames TV and 
then the BBC. I put off the planned university course for couple of years, and then abandoned it all together as I started to move up the TV ladder. 
Nowadays, I’m a manager at ITN, looking after production resources, staff and budgets on a number of special programmes and projects.  

Richard Grinyer (1983) writes… After completing a degree in accountancy at Trent Poly I tried my hand at a few things, spent a few months travel-
ling and then went for the real money with a career in the teaching profession. Spent a couple of years working in Colombia before moving back to 
Cambridge, marrying my lovely wife, buying a house and helping to have a beautiful baby boy. Now I’m wiping up sick and decorating…..but happy. 
Email: richard.grinyer@ntlworld.com 

Peter Tidmarsh (1983) writes… After leaving BHCHS I worked in various part time jobs, travelled across Europe and America and did an A Level 
retake at a crammer in Kensington. Finally went to Avery Hill College in South London where I trained as a teacher and have worked the last 10 years 
in Barking and Dagenham, hence the slight name change. I was awarded an ASE (Association for Science Education) Australian Scholarship in 1992 
and spent a considerable amount of time researching science education throughout Australia. I have spent the last five years as a deputy head teacher 
still within Barking and Dagenham. Recently appointed Headmaster of St John’s C of E school Buckhurst Hill from September 2000. I have lived for 
the last eight years in Loughton with great views of the Millennium Dome and the Gardeners Arms. I can be emailed on petetid@yahoo.com 

Nicholas Pond (1984) writes… After two years at “The Brook” (6th Form Centre) I went straight to work in London. I had three summer jobs at a 
firm of solicitors and insurance companies. In 1985 I joined the newly privatised BT, where I have been ever since (now an Admin and Resource Man-
ager in Group HQ). I have kept in touch with many of my peers – Graham Riddall, Stephen Robinson, Robert Gammon and Lesley Hayes, and some of 
the girls from the joint sixth form (Sandi Green, Elizabeth Rhodes, Jennifer James and Carol Punshon). Much of my spare time (when not commuting 
between Clacton and London) is taken up with activities at my local church (St Paul’s) where I am the Church Council Secretary and Sacristan. 

Chris Smith (1985) writes… I qualified as a solicitor in 1991 and worked for a firm of solicitors in the City until 1996 when I moved with my wife 
Christine to Sydney. I qualified as a solicitor in New South Wales in 1997 and I am currently practising in a well known city firm here called Ebsworth 
& Ebsworth. I practise in the area of professional indemnity which broadly speaking means I defend solicitors, accountants, stockbrokers and insur-
ance brokers, etc from claims of professional negligence. Many of the policies are underwritten at Lloyds which keeps me in touch with London. We 
celebrated the birth of our first child, a daughter called Erin, in April. We have recently bought land and built a house and things are going well. 

Tim McGregor (1988) writes… After leaving BHCHS I studied at Charlotte Mason College and received my B.Ed degree in Outdoor and Environ-
mental Education. I then moved to teach in a primary school near Haywards Heath. After 4 years I moved to teach in an outdoor centre teaching envi-
ronmental education and outdoor activities such as mountain biking and orienteering. I have recently been promoted to deputy head of the centre. 
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Obituary 

John Myers 
 

THE death of John Myers 
was reported by Peter Aston. 
John died on 27 March 2000 
following an 18 month 
struggle with stomach can-
cer. He was 54. John will be 
remembered by his contem-
poraries as an outstanding 
triple jumper.  After leaving 
BHCHS in 1963 with a 
County Major Scholarship 
John became a doctor, hav-
ing studied medicine at St. 
Mary’s Hospital Medical 
School. He leaves a wife 
and son. 

Geoff Horton 
AFTER leaving BHCHS in 
1947 and doing his National 
Service, Geoff went into the 
Birmingham Police. Later, he 
was MD of a large European 
road haulage company in En-
field for many years. He lived 
most of his life at North Weald 
and Epping, and was intensely 
interested in the locality and its 
history. All his life he was an 
active Anglican and was associ-
ated with the church at North 
Weald and, later, at Theydon 
Garnon. Geoff was married to 
Isabel and had three children - 
Richard  (who a t tended 
BHCHS), Jodie and Simon, and 
two grandchildren. More re-
cently he and Isabel moved to 
Walton-on-the-Naze, but re-
tained his connections with 
West Essex. 

Derek Wheatley 
ONE of the original entrants 
to BHCHS in 1938, Derek 
(“Dickie”) Wheatley died in 
April 2000 following a heart 
attack. He had been Head-
master of Staples Road Jun-
ior School in Loughton, hav-
ing taught at the school for 
17 years. He left a widow, 
Mildred, four children and 
three grandchildren 

Gordon 
Swanborough 

 
GORDON SWANBOR-
OUGH was one of the origi-
nal intake at Buckhurst Hill 
CHS, leaving in 1943. I was 
sent the following extract 
from “The Aeroplane”, July 
2000 by John Lambourne.  

Colin Robinson 
COLIN ROBINSON, who 
attended BHCHS from 1950 
until 1955, died on 14th May 
2000. The following tribute 
was written by Andrew 
Thompson, a fellow Council-
lor on Buckhurst Hill Parish 
Council. 
 
THE sudden death of 
Colin Robinson will have 
taken many people by sur-
prise. Although he had 
been fighting cancer for 
three years, it was only in 
the last few weeks that his 
condition deteriorated rap-
idly. As recently as the be-
ginning of April, he had 
been out campaigning for 
the Parish elections 
where, in spite of his ill-
ness, he topped the poll. I 
know from speaking to 
many people that Colin 
was a much loved and re-
spected member of our 
community who will be 
greatly missed. He had 
lived all his life in Buck-
hurst Hill and, during that 
time, served our commu-
nity in many ways. In his 

early years he was in-
volved with the scout 
movement when his father 
led a local scout group. 
Later, he was a club presi-
dent of both the local 
Round Table and Rotary. 
He was a governor of 
Roding Valley High 
School, a Parish Council-
lor and Chairman of the 
Parish Council for the last 
two year. He was elected 
a District Councillor in 
Buckhurst Hill, taking over 
from his son Stephen in 
1998. In all his roles, Colin 
always gave willingly of 
his time and dedicated 
himself to whatever pro-
ject he was involved with. 
Right up until the last few 
weeks, he was working 
hard as Chairman of the 
Parish Council, where his 
expertise and knowledge 
as a solicitor were much 
valued and appreciated. In 
addition to his various 
public roles, Colin always 
placed great emphasis on 
his family. He was im-
mensely proud of his fam-
ily and, in particular, the 
achievements of his chil-
dren Claire and Stephen. 
He and his wife Enid al-
ways worked well as a 
team looking after the 
family and supporting 
each other. One of Colin’s 
last acts as Chairman was 
to present a cheque for 
£1,000 to St Clare’s Hos-
pice, which represented 
the money received from 
selling millennium gifts 

Hugh Pavitt 
THE death has been re-
ported of Hugh Pavitt, who 
attended BHCHS from 1945 
until 1951. Hugh died in 
April 2000, leaving a wife 
Doreen and a son and 
daughter. 

Barrie Butler 
YET another of the school’s 
original intake died recently.  
Barrie attended BHCHS 
from 1938 until 1943 and 
had a career as a commercial 
artist. He died recently fol-
lowing a heart attack.  He 
left a wife, Jean, and three 
sons. 


